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" A poor, fair land" : Poetry and locusin a poetic dialogue

between Leah Goldberg and Nathan Alterman
Haggai Rogani

This article offers a comparative study between pmems that connect poetry and locus:
"My Homeland" (1951) by Leah Goldberg and "Nevedieg Meeting" (1938) by Nathan

Alterman. In both poems the speakers are wandesingers and players who consider
themselves unique, chosen ones, dedicating tifieitdi poetry. In both of them the speaker
appeals to a female persona who is connected twypaied formed in a territorial context;

and in both the motif of poverty is present. Howewdterman's speaker is a stranger in the
world in which he wanders, Goldberg's moves in tmetherland. His tone is enthusiastic,
hers is elegiac and ironic. He expresses a fepa&sgion which is never realized. Her Eros is

concealed until it suddenly bursts forth, and so on

The claim of the article is that the similarity Wween the poems suggests a critical dialogue
with Alterman’s poem, in which Goldberg expresses hesitations about his poetry and

indicates her own poetic preferences. By confrgntine poetics of 'Stars Outside', and

perhaps that of the Shlonsky-Alterman school inegalh Leah Goldberg presents her own

poetics, defends it and insists on its right tsexXi



