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On 1911 Louis Miller arrived in Palestine. Miller, one the most outstanding figure in
‘Jewish' New York of that period, reported his impressions of what he saw, especially
on the fresh new garden-city named 'Tel-AviV', in a series of articles he published in
Warheit. This paper became Miller's main tool for gaining public influence in 1905.
Miller did not hide his intentions to use his new daily in order to check the rising
power of Forverts, an Yiddish-socialist daily that ironically Miller was the main
figure behind its' creation less than a decade before (1897). Millers' visit to Palestine
had two complementary motives. The first had to do with his deep concern as to the
ramifications and outcomes of the 'Jewish question’, especially in eastern-Europe.
Thus, on his way east, he interviewed some important Jewish public figures. The
second had to do with the Jewish politics back home in New York, which was in fact
the largest Yiddish speaking Jewish center in the world. Zionism, more the idea than
the organizations connected to it, played an ever growing part in those Jewish politics.
Whereas the Forverts , being "Socialist", declared itself full fledged anti-zionist, the
Warheit leaned toward a positive stand toward the idea of Jewish nationalism in this
form or another. Although Miller strictly emphasized he was no Zionist — only after
1917 Jewish public opinion was mature enough to cope with the idea — no doubt that
he played a decisive role in more 'Klal-Yisroel' politics. His visit to Palestine, and the
enthusiasm he expressed in his long detailed articles published in his paper, were
crucial in this context. Miller's visit to one year old Tel-Aviv, shed more light on the
history of the ‘Jewish question’ in general, and the role Zionism had especially in the
heart of the most important new Jewish Diaspora, in particular.
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