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I cannot resist ending off this talk with a sample of feminist midrash on the akeda story,
which was written by a Quaker woman, but echoes similar themes we find in Jewish midrash
and certain Hassidic homilies regarding Sarah's experience at the time, and could serve as
illustration of women's new redemptive vision:

And with heavy heart, Abraham went to his wife Sarah and said, "God has told
me to take our son Isaac, whom we love, and sacrifice him as a burnt offering."
And Sarah said, "A shrewd move. This God is no fool. This is Her way of
testing you. What did you say to Her?"

And Abraham replied, "I said nothing. I want God to know I will obey Him
without question. I will do as He commands."

And Sarah threw up her hands in despair and said, "Abraham, you are a bone-
headed fool. What kind of a God do you think you are dealing with? Don't be
so stupid! She's trying to teach you something. Argue with Her, wrestle with
Her!"

But Sarah's words smacked to Abraham of blasphemy, and he went into the
mountains with his son Isaac.

And Sarah said to God, "Sister, you are playing with fire. He is too stupid to
understand what you are up to. He won't listen to me and he won't challenge
you; if you don't stop him, he will kill our precious son. Is that what you
want?"

And God said, "Sarah, they have a long journey to the mountains; I'm hoping
one of them will see sense. And Sarah said, Like father like son. You'll have to
send an angel."

And it came to pass as Sarah foretold, and the angel of the Lord spoke to
Abraham the first time and told him not to kill his son. And Abraham sacrificed
a ram as a burnt offering. And the angel of the Lord spoke to Abraham a
second time and told him his offspring would be a numerous as stars in the
heaven and would possess the gates of their enemies.

And the angel of the Lord spoke to Abraham a third time and said, "Because
you were ready to kill your own son in the same of your God you will be
known as a great patriarch and millions will follow your example. And they
will believe that He is indeed a jealous and demanding God, and they will
willingly sacrifice their sons in His name and to His glory. And there will be
bloodshed and slaughter in all the corners of the earth."

And Abraham returned to his wife Sarah and said, "God is well pleased."

And Sarah took the garments of Abraham and Isaac that were stained with the
blood of the ram and she carried them to the river to be washed. And the river
ran red with the blood of generations to come, and Sarah wept bitterly.

And God came to Sarah at the water's edge and said, "My sister Sarah, do not
weep. You were right, it will take time. Meanwhile hold firm to what you know
of me and speak it boldly. I am as you know me to be. Many generations will
pass and a new understanding will come to the children of Abraham, but before
then I shall be misheard and misrepresented except by a few. You must keep
my truth alive."

And Sarah dried her eyes and said, "As if I didn't have enough to do."
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