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Metaphors of Resistance - Minority Sacred Sites as

Contested Spaces

This paper focuses on the ways in which minority Islamic sacred sites act as spatial
metaphors in the Lower Galilee in Israel, serving as a locus of identity forming and
sustaining group resistance. Through an analysis of the transformations of an Islamic
sacred site (magam), this paper reveals the politics of identity and minority group
resistance in that part of Israel. In this way, the paper reinforces the theoretical notion
that landscape and landscape formation are essentially a political, cultural and mostly
ideological endeavor. Using rich ethnographic data drawn from the surrounding
Muslim community, the politics surrounding the constantly changing sense of place

among Palestinian Israeli citizens is revealed. In particular, the paper engages directly
10



with majority-minority relations in contemporary Israel and with what seems to be a
growing source of conflict in Israeli society — the evolution of a more elaborate,

informed and outspoken Palestinian identity among Arab Israeli citizens.
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The Struggle among Memories in the Galilee — Risk or

Chance?
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The Galilee is, in many ways, rich in sites which represent the different narratives of
Jews and Arabs in the Arab-Jewish continuous conflict. In addition, the Arab minority
IS @ majority in the Galilee. Once in a while, the conflict between the different
religions and national identities leads, to the misfortune of the inhabitants of the area,
to violence. The main question is what are the negative and positive meanings of the
current situation in terms of the struggle among memories, and whether or not this

struggle might become an asset for the local communities
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Between Gush Halav and Bir'im, between Bar'am and

Bir'im: Questions of Place, Identity and Memory

In the course of the last 61 years the expulsion of the people of Ikrit and Bir'im villages
from their homes never ceases to "bother” public Israeli discourse, e.g. appeals to the
High Court of Justice, bills passed in the Knesset, etc. At the same time there was
unanimous public agreement about the unfulfilled promise to return to the villages given
to them by the Israeli Army. For the people of those two villages and their descendants

thereis not just a historical event but their own life story and history. The historical
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event is not a past but a present memory, establishing "a dialectic relationship with
memory and with foreign culture on which he draws, and at the same time criticizes" as
Hanna Farah, from Kufer Bir'im pointed out. Farah's family, as well the majority of
Bir'im people, were repopulated to Gush Halav, 4 km. north-east of their village. The art
works of Farah, Mirvat Issa and other young artists from Gush Halav who were born
after their people were chased away from their land in 1948, expressed through a wide
range of utterances their identity and their sense of place/non-place between Gush
Halav and Bir'im, a dual and painful “in-between” place. They display in their works
imagery of suffering and belief originating in the Moronic Christianity iconography and
featured in a contemporary artistic language: the photograph of Hanna Farah as a
decapitated Saint John and Issa’s clay "Veronica's kerchief" "speak™ in the language in
which the personal and the political summon a dialogue between present and past,
between the act of expulsion from the promised return, between delayed attitude and
action. Mirvat Issa’'s video art (2006), together with her work-partner Adi Ben-Horin,
named "Bar‘am-Bir'im", relates to the individual and collective memory of the two: Issa
as a daughter of a family from Bir'im village and Ben-Horin as a second generation
daughter of Kibbutz Bar'am, which settles the land in 1949 near the ruins of the
abandoned village. Both artists dig in the cemetery. We witness a historical rashumon:
different voices tell in different languages different stories of the same events, and only
the artistic expression is a potential sharing place. | propose through these works and
others presented in my lecture a reflection about the place of inherited suffering that the
ancient synagogue of Bar'am and and the Church of Bir'im still stand and remind to all

how multifaceted and problematic a link between place, identity and memory can be.
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Two Galilean place stories unfolded side by side

The questions of identity we deal with are not theoretical only; they go with us
through different junctures in our lives. An essential dimension if one’s identity is
his/her place and the local narrative which one lives.

The 20™ century, which one philosopher called "the age of the refugees", saw in front
of it not only the owner of the place but also the one who lost it and his identity is
defined by the non-existent overlap between his lost place and his current residence.

In the 20™ century being a refugee became a common formula of personal identity.
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The question of identity of the writers, an Israeli girl and her father, is clarified in the
light of two stories unfolded side by side, secretly told between the branches of an old
mulberry tree in one Israeli village.

The first is the story of those who planted the tree decades ago, the missing
inhabitants of a nearby destroyed Palestinian village, Al Sumeria, who were expelled
to Lebanon after the Ben Ami military operation in 1948, and scattered all over the
world.

The second is the story of the lost worlds, the unspoken bereavement and orphan hood
of the founders of a nearby kibbutz built a few months after the destruction of the
village. The search follows the story of one of the founders of the kibbutz, whose
children played in this tree.

The two stories are weaved together due to two persons who discover these unspoken
stories and give them words and images: an Israeli kibbutz girl, third generation to the
founders of the kibuutz, who explores the story of the destroyed village, and a young
Pole who explores the story of a piece of land he recently bought from the Polish
government, land that was confiscated from its former Jewish owners.

The granddaughter of the refugees from confiscated lands there finds out that she lives

in the place which was once the home of the local refugees.
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The Galilee as a Laboratory: Joint Living in the Galilee
Mapping Project Analysis

The purpose of joint living in the Galilee mapping project was to conduct a mapping,
delineate courses of action, and create a base of knowledge that will allow donors and
organizations still not engaged in the field of Jewish-Arab relations, but interested in
playing a constructive role, to focus their interventions in the field. The project was
implemented under the purview of Fathi Marshood, director of Shatil in Haifa and the
North, and Gilad Levy, adv., who managed the project. To conduct the mapping we
selected Dr. Maya Meltzer-Geva and Mr. Bakr Awaida, who interviewed
representatives of dozens of organizations and the heads of Arab and Jewish local
authorities. The report and its troubling findings regarding the situation in the field led
to consequential insights.

The general picture emerging from the report is not simple. This is true regarding the
state of relations between Jews and Arabs in the Galilee, regarding levels of
inequality, and regarding the organizations active in the field. In this last respect, it is
evident that organizations are working under duress, often outside of the 'mainstream'’
of their communities. Also evident is a disconnection between the majority of
organizations on the one hand and local authorities and government offices on the
other. To these difficulties one must add the limited strategic thinking and a limited
capacity to realize their organizational vision (budgetary and otherwise). Many
organizations are forced to invest efforts in surviving rather than in becoming more
professional. The local organizations are mostly small, and struggle to leverage ideas

into action and action into exposure in the media. It is evident that there is much
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frustration among the activists, resulting in absence of change in the field. Successes
are few and far between. Another insight is that we are witnessing circular behavior in
which the organizations, foundations and donors take part. Oftentimes an impression
Is created that donors are interested in short- or medium-length projects, with a
component of visibility. As presented in the conference, this behavior carries a
substantial price.

A. Recommendations at the strategic level

Since the first conclusion was that there is need for renewed thinking about goals and
courses of action, it is proposed we gather a significant representation from social
change organizations, local authorities, the state and the donors — in order to frame
strategies and improve cooperation. This recommendation is accompanied by a
number of sub-recommendations. An additional central recommendation in this
chapter deals with the attempt to break the patterns leading to initiatives that are short
term, project oriented, and of high visibility. Here we propose a change wherein
donors and authorities will have a larger role in shaping and planning activities, while
the organizations will be the implementing agents. It is further suggested to work
toward strengthening a regional vision, both among local residents and in the central
government. Additional recommendations in this chapter concern extending the
mapping of needs and preparation for crisis situations.

B. Recommendations that address the need for capacity building of the
organizations, strengthening them and improving networking among the
organizations and between the organizations and the three circles that surround
them — local authorities, foundations and donors, and government institutions,
hence increasing the impact of their activities.

Among other things, it is suggested we strengthen organizational infrastructures, the
ability to use the media and disseminate information in order to help organizations
become more efficient. It is also recommended we establish a safe and open space
based on an ideological and professional basis — a hub — which includes shared
working space, office services, meetings and exchange of ideas, etc. Another
recommendation deals with empowering Jewish-Arab relations within the
organizations.

C. Pushing two or three large scale projects to serve as *'success stories™ and

balance the relatively pessimistic outlook that emerges from the report.
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This chapter suggests defining specific fields in which to invest, fields of importance
with high chances of success — and focusing resources on these fields. It is suggested
we identify large projects that can impact the entire region, and that several
organizations and local authorities will partner in project implementation. In this
context we recommend advancing the integration of the Arab population in Israeli
economy, and investing resources in familiarization with the different narratives,

without which the chances for change are limited.

21



omp 17

99933 DY9MWYN DN TINN

NTRIYY PONID K TPIONN TWI 29N IWID NaWN DN DY MIVNM NIINN DX NIRNINA
NDANN WHTY .MNINND DIYN YNNI DVNRN MNNINN NN MPYIN 2DINN NN ,ITOIN2
NN DNV DXNNNRD ,NNIYNIIVPI IV NIV NMVIVONX I DN DYDY NN
.DXaMYN DMNY TIPNN MDY TYNRNY NN NNPONN 0NN D3I

2N MY — XIND MY, NPNIYIN MAYN DAY ,NMINNYI IHPMIIN-17 172N : OHNN N
INN 1DY0)59) NNXMN JIY NPDIVIINDY NPIATIND NV, MINI MIVTH ,MTHD) —
5 Y2179 MAYD PN

M2INN NN 1792 NI WT 31270 TN NIV MINIY TI0 XIANY . OHNIN NILYN
,072¥N 790N N2 MWD MAINM NOWN DX TIOMI NITY ,DITP MY¥NINI NP2 IYN
990-12 HY PMYNYN NONMWYN MDY DPPI, 0N TIDM 19DN-N2 DY NNAT N2V DY WHT2
; ©M2W OO

TIPNN TIVN DY 7ONIIN JIP MNTYY DY YWD NDIVA NIV : BN NDIYON NMVIVON
DYP) DMI2Y D1TID? 19D- SN2 7ONID KXY TN DYWL M YOI 1PN MWIM
PPN ;5 N220M9/21W1NN DAY 190- NI DY DI 19DN- SN2 DY NHRMN DIWINN NOION
170NN AR MNTPNRN NPDVLPIATR MTWI ;NN MNXPNI NIIYN

N2XONY YTIDN D712 PA 21N 87 ; DY 19D-'N21 DY DNN DY BIIPWNN
,TPONY NPINND NI DXANMYN NN ; INIWA NN NAVN (NXIN) THYN ; DM1IN

; TIY, DMYON-NMIMONI MTIN TIPN MIIWN NON

N9ON2 DNN 70 ,NINN 22N I9D->N2 100 -51 7ORID N NNIONN DIV : NOLYA DIIWINN
NV Y MINIAN,  TVNN TIVNI) NMIYIL TINNN OWIN 27D NIV NN ; NIND NN
YOMNN DY NM) NI NMIVIAY ; MMVNN I DXIARYD 1 NIRSPN NOTHN TN DwW»N Tunna
™MAYY OV DN 50 DY NDIWY NIVWIN ; NPIDND 1210 WIPPA MNP NMODNNN 071N
;T , 072y 19D 'N12

NN YT-DY XNIRI NPNYND INIYI NN PIONINY DTN NXD ¥ - HNINAI MIPONH
NI — MO DN DDIND ,DXOMN — I9DN-N2 DY OMNPNY OIMIN) PITN WP ; TIPNN
WP MOINNN PPN NN ;90N YIPY NPT D771PNIA2 NNIONN NNDNND NNANN
MW T HNNINNDY DNN DIDIAT FNIDN ININ N TPMIPHM TPNIND 11972 NPITHN
ST, D029 DTN DY DXAMWYN DMNY TINN DINNA MDD

22



""Language as a Cultural Bridge' Initiative

The lecture presents the vision and objectives of the Language as a Cultural Bridge
Initiative and the Ya Salam program that stands at its core as well as the various fields
of activities and the developments of the initiative over the past five years. The lecture
focuses on the educational conception and the strategy implemented, the challenges
we are facing and the conclusions and insights for future action in the field of

coexistence education.

Initiative's Vision

A multicultural, egalitarian society, where both official languages (Hebrew and
Arabic) are taught, spoken and visible, reflecting the cultures and populations which
they represent, and expressing public recognition and legitimacy of these languages
and their speakers.

Initiative's Objective

To bring about a situation where graduates of the Jewish education system have
Arabic language skills and familiarity with Arabic culture by promoting, revising and
incorporating Arabic language and culture studies in Jewish schools in Israel, with an
emphasis on spoken Arabic and elementary schools, and by holding significant joint
activities for Jewish and Arab schools.

Initiative's Action Strategy

A tri-partite model of collaboration between The Abraham Fund Initiatives, the local
government and the Ministry of Education enables implementation of the Ya Salam
program in Jewish schools and the specially tailored encounter programs for these
schools with Arab schools in the same town or region. In addition, the initiative
includes professional external evaluation research and advocacy actions that promote
our objectives.

Challenges and Dilemmas

Integrating Arab teachers in Jewish schools; creating curricular continuity of Arabic

language instruction between elementary and junior high schools; the status of the

Arabic language (instruction) in Israel; engaging partners in the program and shifting

responsibility for the program to them — in light of the segregated, rather
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achievement-oriented educational system; various dilemmas relating to what type of
Arabic should be instructed (spoken, literary, etc); the optimal way to incorporate

Arabic lessons into a set school timetable, etc.

Initiative Achievements

Operating Ya Salam in about 100 schools nationwide (70 of which are in Haifa and
Northern Israel); acquiring acknowledgment and appreciation among education
professionals in the municipalities and the Ministry of education, resulting in the
continuous implementation and the expanded budget allocations and participation;
high contentment among school principals and growing demand for the program;
training and integration of 50 Arab teachers for Arabic instruction in Jewish schools,

etc.

Conclusions and Insights

A model which has been successfully proven should be developed so that it can be
replicated and adopted by the Ministry of Education; close relations (administrative
and professional) with the schools' teams — principals, educators and Arabic teachers
— is the key for the success of the program and for creating growing demand,;
engaging decision-makers and policy-makers on the regional and national level is a
necessary condition for the establishment of the program and its success, in addition

to various complementary activities in the field of Jewish-Arab coexistence.
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Creating Partnerships between Jewish and Arab

Municipalities in Israel's North Area

In the lecture | address the vision and aim of the Mirkam in the Galilee initiative, the
areas of activity over time, and the development process of the initiative - its
implementation and our efforts to create an inter-municipal approach to govern
partnerships between Jewish and Arab municipalities in the Central Galilee area. |
present the action strategies that have been undertaken; the dilemmas and challenges
we faced during the activities; achievements; conclusions and insights that have been
gathered for future activities and the creation of a regional model.

Initiative Vision: Partnership based on values of equality and fairness, mutual respect

and shared interests.

Initiative Goals: Positive change obtained through a system of on-going, established

and institutionalized relationships between Jewish and Arab municipalities,
institutions and individuals in the area; promoting equality between Jews and Arabs in
the area and creating active regional leadership that will drive development in the
region.

Action Strateqy for the Initiative: Recruiting and engaging potential partners;

raising awareness of a regional approach to policy and development; creating shared
frameworks and forums; advertising and media exposure.

Dilemmas: Different and even oppositional perspectives of partners in the initiative;
breadth versus depth in activities; how to create a framework of interests common to
all partners alongside a shared value system.

Challenges: Only partial success in reducing gaps in attitudes to the relations-rights
axis among decision makers in the area; failure to establish a holistic approach among
most partners; existing asymmetry between municipalities in abilities and resources;
low prioritization of the need for cooperation and equality by decision makers in
government ministries.

Achievements in the Field: The initiative and its activities are perceived by the more

senior partners among mayors and/or representatives of government ministries and
others as a positive and helpful force; the regional activities we promote are the
broadest and most meaningful activities taking place in the North in general and in the

Central Galilee specifically; the regional perspective that has been developed in areas
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such as the environment, tourism, and regional planning and development addresses
needs and interests common to some or all of the partners in the initiative; there is a
desire among additional municipalities in the area to take an active role and become
partners in the initiative.

Conclusions and Insights from Activities in the Field: The importance of building

positive and on-going relationships among municipalities in the area, without
allowing the issue of rights and equality to be left behind; establishing a holistic
approach to the initiative among all partners; establishing an approach of regional
management among mayors; conceptualization of the proposed model so that it can be
replicated in other regions in Israel; recruiting decision makers and policy shapers at

the national level to support our regional activities, and more.
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Using the Other or Responsibility for the Other — Two
Alternative Models for Shaping a Multicultural Society in

General, and in the Galilee in Particular

The lecture is based on a debate (which was held in 1985-6) between the French
anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss, the Canadian anthropologist Cliford Geertz, and
the American philosopher Richard Rorty. The participants discussed the question of
the practicability, viability and value of the preservation of cultural differentiation.
The present lecture is focused on some theoretical problems, taking into account the
common presuppositions of the participants. The lecture examines these problems and
discusses their relevance to the issue of multi-cultural life in general and in the Galilee

in particular.
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Academic Learning in a Multicultural Environment:
Privilege or Burden? The Case of Social Work Students at

Zefat Academic College

The objective of this lecture is to answer the central question presented in the title,
whether academic learning in a multicultural environment constitutes a privilege or a
burden. to the question is answered by means of description, characterization and
explanation of the dynamics that took place in the first semester of academic studies,
during encounters among students who came from various ethnic and national
backgrounds, such as Jews (mostly of Ashkenazi, Oriental, Ethiopian and Russian
origins) and Arabs (of urban and rural origins, as well as and Bedouins). The socio-
economic background of the students was stratified (poor, middle-class and wealthy).
The students belonged to a wide spectrum of religions, such as Jews, Muslims,
Christians and Druze. They also maintained varying religious levels (secular,
traditional, religious, and ultra-orthodox). This lecture also explores the dialectics
between the course students and their lecturer - who is a religious rural Muslim Arab,
and a male - as it unfolded within the framework of the course “Multi-cultural Society
in the Global Age”, Department of Social work, Zefat Academic College.

The theoretical background of the lecture is conveyed within the discourse of multi-
cultural training designed to assist the students in consolidating and strengthening
their positions as regards basic issues in multi-cultural practice. These include
adopting a substantive (Essentialism) approach as opposed to remaining within the
constructive (Constructivism) one; internalizing the Emic approach vis-a-vis the Etic
one; daring to progress and advance to an Informal Theory Level as opposed to
becoming stuck at the Formal Theory level; a fast galloping or a slowing down of the

dual split mechanism of “we” versus “them”; formulating positions against bias and
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stereotypes; aspiring to cultural awareness and cultural skills in contrast to being
satisfied with existing cultural knowledge; having a broad recognition of “the other”
as opposed to only a restricted recognition; acceptance of unification and similarity
(Cosmopolitism) as opposed to an ever growing emphasis on diversity and cultural
singularity (Particularism).

The Findings are related to students™ reactions to the message of the course that
“there is no one culture, one ideology or one way of life that is perfect and which
should be internalized or to whose roots we must return. No culture has a monopoly
on truth or the recipe for a good life.” For each lecture dealing with a separate,
operative population, anecdotes will be presented, describing the conflicts, tensions,
shouting, reconciliations, compromises and coalitions that were formed, as well as the
laughter of the student audience that changed each lesson anew, both according to the
discussed population as well as with respect to the dominant identity component at the
specific lesson: “cultural sensitivity to the Arab population, juggling between the
universal professional canon and the particular cultural one”;

“a glimpse of culturally sensitive interference with the Oriental population”; “how t0
adjust ourselves to the original culture of the Russian population”; “the single parent
family pattern as opposed to the three generation family one”; “between secularism
and religion - treatment of the ultra-orthodox population”; “the right of the Ethiopian
population to be sensitive to its culture”; “does a low socio-economic population
require particular treatment ?” and more.

The conclusion of the lecture is based on references to the pressure on the students
who come from different backgrounds to submit a final, shared assignment, which
will provide expression of their separate narratives. In that part of the lecture we quote
some of the voices of the students who were asked to write a replication of the process
they had undergone since the lesson began.

The lecture is concluded with the message that despite all, the inclusion of a multi-
cultural learning model in the higher education program is a positive contribution,
since despite everything academic learning in a multi-cultural environment still

constitutes a privilege enjoyed by the students.
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Zippori National Park: Landscape as an Intricate Narrative

The Zippori National Park is located in the center of the Lower Galilee. The wealth of
findings at the site as well as the cultural diversity of the surrounding area all add to
the intricacy of the national park.

In many countries, Israel included, national parks serve as a form of “open museum”
(Pretes, 2003), which serves as a tool in the construction of a national identity by
representing a sample of the scenery of the country as well as a display of its
archeology and history. As a "man-made™ construction, the national park is not
“nature”, rather it is the result of people’s influence on nature. The content of the park
Is processed in a manner which reflects the identity of the designers. This is true both
at the national level - by the determining of the country's map of national parks, and at
the local and detailed level of the planning and design of each park. The study
described here focuses on studying the design of Zippori National Park and is part of a
more extensive study which examines Israeli national parks as agents in the shaping
of national identity.

The study adopts the approach of reading the landscape as a narrative (Potteiger and
Purinton, 1998). This approach utilizes the “landscape narrative” as a conceptual
framework for representing landscape as text. In the characterization of the
“landscape narrative” are combined physical characteristics (expanse, sites, axis, foci
and guidance), cultural characteristics (representing the landscape in texts, myth, the
nature of the visit, characterization visitors and planners) and characteristics of wider
associations (relationships with other narratives, changes which have occurred over
time). The data of the study was collected using a variety of methods: studying the
way the park is represented in various texts, in-depth interviews and examination of
plans.

The six landscape narratives which were identified are: “Holiness” as embodied by
ultra-Orthodox Jews who go on pilgrimages to the burial place of Rabbi Yehuda

Hanassi; “Land” - Arabs, local dwellers, some of which lived in Saffuriya in the past,

34



for whom the park serves as a reminder of a severed life; “Gospel” - Christian
pilgrims who are deepening their familiarity with the Holy Land by walking down the
paths tread by Jesus; “Mishna” - Jews, studying about the locale where the Mishna
was sealed and to which the Sanhedrin was exiled; “Mosaic” - Israelis who display
interest in the wealth of Roman - Byzantine archeological findings; “Recreation” -

Recreationists, who view the park as a locale for recreation in the heart of nature.

Study of the park, as composed of these six “landscape narratives” has brought to
light the following:

e Between the landscape narratives there exists intricate mutual relationships
which are reflected in the existence of a definite hierarchy as well as a division
of activities and spaces.

e Visitors to the park can decide whether to be exposed to a single narrative or
to multiple narratives.

e The planning of the park allows for the coexistence of the six narratives side
by side.

e The shaping of the national park is not placed solely in the hands of the park
designers (top-down planning), but rather by the park workers, visitors,
various interest groups, and market forces. They all contribute to the shaping

of the national park (“bottom-up”).

To sum up:

Many and varied forces, which reflect the contested cultural world of the Galilee, take
part in the design of Zippori National Park. Therefore the landscape of the park is not
an end product but rather a dynamic process which reflects the balance among these

forces.
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Physics Research Projects: A Basis for Nurturing

Multicultural Researcher Fraternity in the Galilee

Over the past five years a unique cooperation has been growing in northern Israel,
based on the fostering of research projects in Physics carried out by Jewish and Arab
high school students tutored by Jewish and Arab teachers, led by a unique spirit of
creation and construction. This special program takes place simultaneously in two
centers: Physics and Medicine in Industry at the Oranim College School for the
Gifted, and the ACHERET Center (Multicultural Researcher Fraternity), the center
for physics research projects in the Western Galilee (comprised of the following
schools - Manor-Cabri, Hashalom at Sheich Danon, Western Galilee Regional, Ofek
at Evron).

Parts of the western world experience an ongoing decline in interest in Physics
studies, both at the high school and university levels, while the world becomes

increasingly technological.

It seems that the people who most understand this are regrettably the Iranians, who are
experiencing a huge surge in Physics teaching and the fostering of learner abilities in

that area. Indeed, Physics is a many-limbed tree, some of which may develop the
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worst possible weapons, while others may contribute to the development of advanced
medicine, high level communication, the economic well-being of humankind, and the
deepening of our comprehension regarding the universe and life. The choice is ours!
The choice we made was to develop physics research carried out by Jewish and Arab
students and teachers, working together in a fraternity of researchers to discover
nature’s secrets.

Background Dilemmas

Should we preserve and enlarge the scientific-technological gap between Jews and
Arabs in Israel, or should we develop Jewish-Arab cooperation in Physics?

Should we invest effort and resources in Jewish and Arab Physics teachers acting as
advisors for research projects?

Should we invest resources and much energy in students from all communities?

Some people are of the opinion that we should not be wasting our time on serious
research regarding a specific detailed problem when we must teach so much material
as preparation for academic studies. They advise preparing the students for the
Matriculation Exams and helping them get high grades so they may be accepted at the
Mathematics and Physics Faculties at the universities.

These are but some of the dilemmas we face every day.

Our answer is — science studies in the Beit Hayotzer manner through a
multicultural researcher fraternity.

We believe in fostering both students and advising teachers, and the construction of
an encouraging atmosphere: strengthening the motivation and excitement of learners
from all ethnic groups to enter the world of physics research; strengthening the
motivation and excitement of the teachers and fostering their ability to dare and enter
each time anew into unknown research: research without a known recipe in academic
course books or a tried and true solution. It is the combination of Physics and
Mathematics, perceived by the learners as the most difficult of high school studies,
that presents a challenge valued by the learners and fertile ground for multicultural
cooperation. Physics and nature research present a challenge to everyone, making it
easier to unite around this fascinating and difficult goal. Physics gives one a feeling of
scientific objectivity with no political, religious or historical implications, thus

physics itself is a culture inviting collaboration within a multicultural space.
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Despite the dramatic events at the beginning of the 2008-9 school year — the riots at
Acco during Yom Kippur, and despite the tension and polarization created in the
Galilee during Operation Oferet Yetzuka in Ghaza, the two centers at Oranim College
and in the Western Galilee managed to continue to function in an amazing Jewish-
Arab cooperation.

| delved into study of the physical-mathematical aspects of rainbows with two
students: an Arab girl from Sheich Danon living in Mazra’a and a Jewish boy from
Ofek living in Kibuutz Ga’aton. Despite the difficulties around them they
concentrated on the study of rainbow optics, assisting each other to find the solution
to the physical problem, comprehension of an English language scientific article, and
a shared attempt to construct a computerized simulation describing the optical
process. For one moment | took a timeout and stood on the sidelines... I took a
photograph of them working together with mutual respect, cooperation, and true
friendship. | thought to myself: who would have dreamed of this? In our times? Is this

a sign that we can actually do things differently?
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Teaching the Conflict- a Threat or an Opening

My presentation examines the ways we should or should not handle the complex and
painful issue of the national conflict.

Most of the programs conducted in Israel under the title of coexistence or dialogue
groups were inspired by the Contact Theory developed by Allport (1954). It was
argued that these kind of educational programs were ineffective because they
implicitly accept the present power structure between Arabs and Jews, and in fact
reinforcing the social, economical and political status quo (Abu-Nimer, 1999). To
develop my thought I borrowed concepts from the sociology of Bourdieu such as
‘habitus’ and ‘symbolic violence’ (1997), and from the social psychology of
Moscovici (1976).

Main points for discussion: What are the main characteristics of communication
between people from a dominating group and people from a dominated group in the
campus and in classes? Under what conditions might these characteristics change?
What is the role of reflexivity in the change process? What is the role of practice and
activity in this process? Is it possible to generalize the insights arrived at in our
teaching, and under what conditions?

In the presentation | present and analyze some examples from my experience as a
lecturer in Oranim.

Main references:

Abu-Nimer, M. 1999. Dialogue, conflict resolution and change. Arab-Jewish
encounter in Israel. New-York State University of NY Press.

Allport, G.W. 1954. The nature of prejudice. Reading, MA : Addison-Wesley.

Bourdieu, P. 1997. Méditations Pascaliennes. Paris, Seuil.
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Power, Honour & Shame: Aspects of Bedouin Law in the
Galilee in the 1980s-1990s

This paper introduces the three major concepts that underlie Bedouin law in the
Galilee, as presented by 20 Bedouin legal practitioners, most of whom have died since
they were interviewed. Bedouin law was an unwritten corpus of law designed to

maintain social order and the status quo rather than to punish wrongdoers. As such it
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was a restitutive rather than a repressive system of social control, with clearly-laid out
compensatory payments for infractions of the Bedouin social and ethical code.
Alongside this, a powerful set of social sanctions existed to promote “correct”
behaviour. This was an important balancing mechanism, since in Bedouin law, the
more powerful party to any dispute invariably won the lawsuit. The existence of a
broad set of social sanctions prevented de-legitimization of the traditional Bedouin
legal system.

“Honour” was defined differently for men and women, but both definitions were
designed to maintain the good name of the actors’ social groups. The main principles
governing legal cases involving murder are briefly presented, along with the way in
which the traditional Bedouin legal system represented a delicate balance between
rational legal behaviour on the one hand, and social norms governing the correct
forms of interpersonal behaviour on the other.

Social stability was the overt goal of the Bedouin legal system, and this was achieved
in a rather unusual fashion, as the legal and normative systems interacted in the legal
gathering, a publicly-accessible social forum where interpersonal or intergroup
conflicts were resolved. This traditional mechanism of social control is rapidly
disappearing in the face of social change and a rise in individualistic behaviour. In
addition, there has been a decline in the number of specialized judges, especially those
who used to hear homicide and murder cases, as there is no knowledgeable cadre from
which to draw replacements. This paper is thus in the nature of a swansong of a

unique legal institution.
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The Psychosocial Function of Reincarnation among the

Druze in Israel

To gain an understanding of the psychosocial function of reincarnation among the
Druze, interviews were conducted with nine male subjects who had experienced
reincarnation (Notq) and with one or two of their family members. Analysis of these
interviews revealed that the onset of Notq typically occurs at between two and five
years of age. All subjects reported a past life of people who had died in a tragic way
and their stories were known among the Druze community. Five of the subjects had
displayed psychological distress in their childhood which was alleviated after the
Notg. Once the child has displayed initial indications of reincarnation, such as

mentioning names that the family construes as being from a past life, the family takes
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an active role in constructing the past-life story and matching it to a known real story
involving a tragic death. This match creates a new order in the life of the child, the
family, and the past-life family. All parties benefit from this new order: the child
receives new special attention and love, and becomes able to control and manipulate
the parents; the parents are relieved because they see the child happy, and benefit
from the social attention and regard they receive; and the grieving of the bereaved
past-life family is alleviated by the realization that the soul of their lost son still lives.
The findings support the sociocognitive notion of the constructing of past memories
by the social environment. Additional research including data collection from the
past-life family and examination of the affinity of reincarnation with dissociation and

psychological distress is recommended.
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""Kinneret's Sister is Bleeding to Death""
The Drainage of the Hula Lake in the Poetry of Avot

Yeshurun

The poet Avot Yeshurun wrote four poems between 1961 and 1988 in which the
drainage of the Hula Lake is mentioned. These poems are investigated using the eco-
feminist theory, which criticizes the domination of nature, women and natives, while
exposing the mechanisms that create and justify this domination. The hierarchy is
based on Western culture’s alienation from nature and the need to distance itself from
and dominate it, because it is perceived as dangerous and inferior. Natives and women
are believed to be closer to nature and therefore wild and threatening. Consequently
they need to be restrained and domesticated by colonial men, representatives of
culture. Through this lens we investigate the connections Avot Yeshurun creates
between the destruction of the Hula Valley Palestinian villages and nature, and his
criticism reflected in these poems.

He often depicts the Hula Lake as a woman: “she took off her gown and laid down at
the vigil,” “the sister of Kinneret,” “handicapped Hula.” Its passivity is also stressed:
the Hula is poured out and drained. The Hula is acquired. In the poem ‘Hulale’ (1988)
the title can suggest a play on words using the Hebrew (Hula) as well as the Arabic
(Hule) pronunciations of the name of the lake. However, it can also be read as a
diminutive term of endearment for a woman, such as Sara’le or Devora’le.

Palestinian villages are also described in his poetry in a passive manner as being
occupied and ploughed. In his poem ‘I am in my street’ (1961), the earliest of the four
poems discussed, Yeshurun mentions the villages Yarda and Dardara, occupied in
April and May 1948, as well as the drainage of the Hula which extended from 1951 to
1957. Both the destruction of the villages and the drainage are described with words
connoting death. “We have upturned her houses, they have returned to dust...” as the
Genesis verse: “for dust you are and to dust you shall return.” Also “its fish and guts
were spilled” — a description of killing which brings to mind the spilling of blood. The
motif of silence is also applied: “this Yarda has been ploughed, faced by the muteness
of witnessing fish”. Yeshurun makes a connection between the village and those that

witnessed its erasure — the mute fish that will themselves disappear after the drainage

47



of the lake, observers that cannot and will not be able to bear witness. The destruction
of the villages occurred before the destruction of the Hula. The fish were not the only
ones who remained silent. The public did not protest nor opposed the destruction of
the Arab villages and of nature, except for a few voices.

Using the verb ‘to spill’ is repeated in reference to both nature and people in a later
poem, ‘you spilled the Hula’ (1973): “If the country spills the Hula. If the world spills
a people.” In the two poems he wrote in 1988, Yeshurun mentions the criticism
leveled towards himself and his opinions, by stating he is afraid to submit his poems.
And yet he is not afraid to state: “they want to bring the Hula back...now they regret
the drainage...” This bringing back and this regret underline what cannot be brought
back and the things that are not regretted. And still the responsibility is on us, as in the
words of Yeshurun ending his poem ‘you spilled the Hula’: “this Hula is requested
back from our hands. Acquisition of heaven and earth acquired it. It has been written

and sealed and counted and quantified. Just so.”
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An Attempt to Create an Interrelationship Based on
Coexistence
The Jewish Perspective of Jewish-Arab Relations During the
Settlement Project in the Northern Hula Valley, 1939-1947

This presentation is based on the research material for my Ph.D. thesis on the Jewish
settlement project in the northern Hula Valley in 1939-1947, which was submitted to
the Institute of Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew University.

During the settlement project in the northern Hula Valley 16 agricultural settlements
(13 Kibbutzim and 3 Moshavim) joined Metula and the older Kibbutz Kfar Giladi.
They were established by Jewish settlers from various movements. The new
settlements were not established in an empty space, but were built in the vicinity of 23
local Arab villages and of a diverse neighboring population beyond the Palestine
border (Syria and Lebanon) which influenced them a great deal. This presentation
exemplifies the unique aspect of neighborly relations that developed in the region, for,
although part of the Arab villages' lands had been sold to Jews and Jewish settlements
were established there, most of these villages remained in their place and the new
settlements had an interrelationship with them from their very establishment.

This presentation deals with various aspects of the neighborly relations that developed
in the region from the Jewish perspective, as an example of an attempt to create
coexistence.

The first aspect — The settlers' symbolic world and the Arab neighbors' place in myths
and images crystallized by the settlers during the settlement project. Seemingly, many
elements in the region could have nourished a potential conflict with the local
population: very little available land and high population density. Thus, one could
assume that the project would face confrontation and opposition. The settlers
themselves brought with them images of fierce and threatening security conditions.
But the reality that developed was different: the good neighborly relations with the

Valley's Arab population and with the neighbors across the border — which existed
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throughout most of that period — had an important role in creating a reality of relative
tranquility in the region.

The second aspect — Kibbutz Kfar Giladi's unique experience as a designer of the
relations with the Arab neighbors along patterns it had developed during its 20-year
existence in the area as an isolated settlement. The veteran Kibbutz strove to establish
neighborly relations on the basis of a paradigm of deterrence on the one hand
alongside encouragement and nourishment of friendly personal relationships on the
other. The new settlers’ motivation to follow Kfar Giladi's leadership in this respect
found its expression in their readiness to either learn Arabic or foster good neighborly
relations.

The third aspect — Development of unique specific acting bodies by the settlers, such
as the Head of Village Chiefs, the Committees for Neighbors' Affairs, the Arabic
Teacher, etc.

The fourth aspect — The settlers' effort to become integrated in their new
surroundings was real and sincere, and they tried to find ways to achieve cooperation.
Nevertheless, in view of the enormous gap between the two societies, no shared life in
the one Hula valley developed. Rather, there existed functional cooperation in
everyday life. Some examples are given regarding the communication between the
Jewish settlers and the neighboring population in functional matters, such as the
establishment of a "Health House™ for both Jews and Arabs, and the patterns of

relationships regarding rights related to pasture, land and water, etc.
In conclusion — this presentation reviews the complex reasons for the development of

a pattern of side-by-side life of good neighborly relations in the region, such as the

role of the local Arab leadership, the role of the land owners, etc.
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Traditional Concepts and Treatments of Mental IlIness:
Folk Healing and Healers among Palestinian Arabs Living

in Israel

The aim of this study is to explore some of the traditional concepts, beliefs,
explanations, and healing practices as Arab-Palestinian healers living in Israel view
them. Eight traditional healers, known as sheikhs (male healers) and sheikhas
(female healers), were interviewed, and several participant observations were
conducted, followed by a qualitative phenomenological data analysis. The study
offers information regarding the background, training, and some characteristics of the
healers. It explores and describes some of the built-in sources of stress in traditional
local Palestinian society and how they are relieved in a socially structured way of
“abnormal” behavior. In addition, the study reveals the features of a traditional
healing session, interacting in concurrence with the cultural context and with the
traditional Arab personality structure. The information is meant to help modern

health professionals to meet the needs of the traditional Palestinian client more fully.
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Study of Traditional Crafts of Different Communities in the

Galilee as a Road towards Intercultural Meetings

During the last four years | have been preservingu traditional crafts. Those crafts that
once were a sorce of income and a sign of belonging to a certain cultural group are
nowadays disappearing from the world. Some crafts used to be specific to a certain
group\s, but today the differences between those groups are also disappearing.

In my research | look for old craftspeople who can demonstrate their crafts. I study it

and listen to its cultural aspects. This knowledge | pass on to others in workshops
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open to the public, if possible together with the original craftspeople and in their
homes.

The lecture brings the stories of my meetings with the people | have learnt from.

It portray some of the crafts specific to the Galilee.

| also speak about the lack of knowledge associated with the crafts and the urgent
need for research.

Examples of the direct intercultural meetings that occur during the process of learning
the crafts are provided.

The lecture is accompanied by pictures.
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Medical Pluralism in the Galilee: Diverse Preferences and

their Integration

The Galilee is a multi-cultural region. Culture impacts many aspects of life, including
beliefs, feelings and habits, and these impact people’s decisions regarding the ways
they take care of their health. Cultural and ethnic variety has implications for medical
pluralism, which enables co-existence or integration of diverse healthcare methods.
While the institutionalized healthcare system is predominantly of a bio-medical
nature, we are witnessing multiple healthcare methods which are generally ascribed to
traditional or complementary and alternative medicine (CAM). These methods may be
differentiated partly by their origins: local indigenous traditional medicine and CAM
imported from diverse cultures. The lecture presents the results of qualitative research
conducted in order to fill two gaps left by previous quantitative studies. As part of the
qualitative study I sought to understand the respondents’ points of view and learn
which healthcare needs they felt were not met by institutionalized medicine; why
people from some Galilean ethnic groups use diverse healthcare methods and how
they integrate them. | chose to focus on three population groups that represent a wide
variety of healthcare treatments in the Galilee. One population group not included in
the previous studies comprised of religious Jews who commonly consult rabbis on
matters of healthcare. The second group comprised of Bedouins, who were
unexpectedly found to make relatively little use of traditional medicine. The third
group included users of CAM, a commonly used unconventional healthcare treatment
in Israel. The research results indicate that diverse ethnic and cultural groups have
different preferences regarding the manner of integration of healthcare treatments.
While Bedouin interviewees appreciate institutionalized medicine as an advanced,
technological and modern system based on knowledge and education, interviewees
from the other groups feel that it lacks something and frequently also use additional
forms of healthcare. Jews who turn to rabbis differentiate between applying to
physicians for physical treatment and consulting rabbis on the suitability of the
prescribed medical treatment and for mental and spiritual support. CAM users

describe a more complex conceptual and practical integration of bio-medical
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treatment with diverse complementary therapies. Analysis reveals that the attitudes
and preferences reflect a modern dichotomy as well as late-modern hybrid

epistemological perceptions.
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The Galilee under the Rule of Daher al Omar

The rise of the Beduine Al Zaidani family and its control of the tax collecting mission
in the Galile area at the end of the 17" century and the beginning of the 18" century,
allowed for the rise of Dahwr, son of Omar, as a lone ruler of the Galilee and the area
around it, within a generation. Daher, within this time period, had become the most
significant developer of his era in the Galilee and beyond.

This lecture attempts to explain how a lone tax collector can make such great changes
and thrilling reforms while serving under the rule of the Sultan of Istanbul, keeping
the tax payment as needed and becoming a true ruler of the Galilee.

Daher used his authority and the taxes he had collected to build up a new economy
based on a safe life and secured commerce with the help of a strong army of Bedouin
mercenaries that allowed the farmers to expand their crops and helped merchants ride
along the roads of the Galilee undisturbed.

The fact that Daher, wisely, decided to invest in the territory unlike the former rulers
of the Galilee, and help the European merchants expand their connections with the it,
helped make the Galilee the main source of cotton for the growing European
population under the rapid changes of the industrial revolution, with a growing
demand for white cotton! Under his rule European merchants were able to place

orders for cotton a year in advance of other regions of the Ottoman Empire.
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Daher made the Galilee into the most important supplier of cotton in the Levant, with
growing sea ports in Acco and Haifa.

By attracting an educated population to come and settle in the Galilee territory, Daher
attracted many Jewish, Christian and Muslim immigrants that came to settle the new
cities and the growing villages that had now become towns : Tiberias, Shfar-am,
Nazareth, Deir Hana, Kfar Yasif, Haifa and Acco.

Daher allowed the elite families to become more involved in the everyday life in his
territory, thus encouraging more citizens to support his rule. Therefore he marked his
place in the history of the Galilee as the first multicultural reformer, allowing any
man of any religion to be part of his financial plan.

Although he was a successful ruler, the era of Daher came to an end by a bullet and
the decapitation of his head by the Sultan’s that treated him as a rebel.

60



MIN DY

$ 90D MYIYNN NNNI SMIAIN-29 TP N30 YN
1NN NP2 INYN NPV

DOYARD TIN.  AYTN NT MNODNIN NN DY NDIY N0 NOWIWN NNNND DY NUN ¥a73
V5922 MINNY TY NN NPT MON 19991 ,0°2N7) DINLY YIAID PNHYOY DININN
TN TN YAV MSINI NMIAIND P2V ,NMIAIN NYTNN NTN P2 WIOND  .27yNa
NMDON NYNNN NN, (NNHIN-IPIN) DOVIVAN NYININN NN NDINT NINY NYTN DHOPMIN
DAY NWNNND NN (MINNNRY PNI9)

NN GPYN M0 7PN NMDIDT N PNINIIIN NN QUMY MIDIND XNNNN
MMIIND YVIIAN NIV NIVIVY NN NIODY MWW NN NPPINY NMDIDN . NT WION
TY TPOND N MDIDN NIPWNN N0 NIWIAVN NN NODINN WIIN MINY .NNPN NNIND
TN P0IVIAN NINIAN DY NI NOIW 1IN0 INNRD NNNY NODION 749 MY DY NNTRN NTOYID
N »D)dN . NINND) TRTIA2 OXDI’NN NMINND TWHNIWINY DXVWTN DXOVINONI NITINN

DTPON 1YW TIIND PN NNV . DI MY N9 IR P 13 -N NIRNY TY 87 19INA NTPIN
P2 19MPNNY 03210 PYNN YON DY PAD DY HYN YN MIODINN NVOVN NNN IV NMDID
MYaUNN DY) PINNN NDNPN DY D355 NANN DY, 1NODINN NIXNN MDNPN

A2 INITY NPINNNNRMD NPIMNMIAINN

Tiberias as a Multicultural City in the 9" Century CE-
The Anchorage Church as a Case Study

In the second quarter of the 7™ century, a new religion broke forth. Only one century
later its apostles succeed in conquering large areas of South and Central Asia in the
east to the Strait of Gibraltar in the west. The intersection between the cultural
identities of the new religion with the local conquered civilizations gave birth to a
new material culture vocabulary. The archaeological excavations at the "Anchorage
Church" in Tiberias exposed a new style that represents this cultural confluence.

The church was erected in the 6™ century in a typical Byzantine period architectural
and artistic style. Except for a few renovations it functioned till the 13" century. One
of the renovations occurred after the great earthquake in 749 CE. The Abbasid period
church consisted of architectural elements never seen before in this part of the world,

such as pointed arches and pairs of columns supporting the roof.
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The renovation of the church by the Christian community of Tiberias is a solid
indication of the community’'s economical and organizational capabilities, as well as

its status and connections with the Moslem local authorities.
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Encounters of the Third Kind: Jews and Christians in Late

Antiquity Galilee

In recent years, a lively argument is being conducted on the nature of relations
between Jews and Christians during the first centuries A.D. The picture depicted by
researchers in past generations described relations saturated by deep hatred between
the Jewish settlements, increasingly weakened as a result of a series of failed
rebellions again the Romans and the demographic tragedies which accompanied this,
and the Christian community, which was developing separately alongside and within
the Jewish communities.

This picture has recently been attacked from different directions, methods and
principles. Those who object to the picture suggest a complex observation, more
balanced and placated, regarding the relations of the two groups, while taking a
second — meticulous and often subversive — look at the existing testimonies: the
Church fathers on the one hand and the Talmud literature on the other.

The Galilee served as the central arena for encounter between Judaism and
Christianity from the moment Christianity was created, and it appears not to be a
coincidence that it served as the cradle for its birth and that most of its constitutive
tales took place here. Since the middle of the second century A.D., following the Bar-
Kochva revolt, the Galilee was transformed into the seat of the Jewish political and
spiritual leadership, and the inter-religious encounter which took place here became
essential and fundamental to the process of formalization of both religions
simultaneously.

Given this picture in general and the above argument in particular, my lecture seeks to
bring back and examine some fascinating Talmudic 'Massorot' (sources) which
describe Galilee encounters between Jewish students and Christians in Tzippori,

Tiberias and others.
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""Hadas of the Galilee' Dance Group
A number of compositions, inspired by the Galilee scenery,
and a gathering

of Galilee artists

"Women" is a dance performance comprising of three dance compositions combined
with live music and several original songs.

Choreography and dance: Hadas Housman-Agmon

Dancers and co-creators: Danit Kaldor-Kapoon and Moran Hoffman.

Due to time limits and other technical limits, we intend to perform elemetsof two

compositions:

"Since Eve"

A dance exploring Eve's choices and decision making, which are part of every
woman, after the deportation from the Garden of Eden. According to my
interpretation and imagination, Eve meets other "Eves" just like her, and in this
meeting they heal one another and become strong women that strengthen each other
and fulfill their abilities.

Music: Ariel Remirez , Mercedes Sosa.

This dance is full of images from Galilee’s nature, which inspires me when | create
dances. These images are used in the guidance process of the dancers’ performance, in
the description of alignment and movement, and in the beats. The Galilee scenery that

is part of my everyday life are very evident in my choreography.

"Women"

A dance that examines from different perspectives femininity, motherhood, sexuality,
fulfillment and placement in the family through the lens of Israeli-Western
perceptions, in accordance with the private experiences of my dancers and myself.
The dance includes humor, poetry, dance and acting.

This dance actually brings the personal lives of the dancers to the stage and presents
our own personal picture of the present Israeli way of life. The dance includes original

texts composed by the dancers during the work process.
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In this composition we make use of a child lullaby "Hlilully” by Hava Alberstein on
the one hand, and on the other music by Farid el Atrash which we became familiar
with through an encounter with a group of Arab musicians that we intended to
collaborate with in the performance, but due to budget limitations we ended using a
recording. Due to this encounter we decided to include the music of this Egyptian
composer. This enabled us to give our own interpretation to his composition "Tuta".

At the end of our performance we would like to have a discussion that will clarify the
effects of our geographic location, as a group working in the periphery, on our

position in Israeli culture as we see it.
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Higher Education Institutions in the Galilee as Trust Zones

The aim of the study is to contextualize and bring to the fore a spatial neologism titled
"Trust Zone". What is inferred by this new term are spaces in which the participants
feel relatively at ease to conduct themselves socially, to voice their opinions even if
they are not in sync with the hegemonic majority, to publicly express their identity, in
short to be "themselves". It is our firm conviction that in a multi-cultural and multi-
tension society such as Israeli society, and even more so that of the Galilee, the time is
ripe to actively explore the construction of spaces which are inclusive rather than
marginalizing, open rather than closed, and most importantly spaces in which variety
and multivocality are celebrated. These spaces include a wide range of identities and
opinions; and social conducts are perceived not as shortcomings or drawbacks but as
advantages that enrich and ameliorate our lives. Hence, in this pioneering study we
explore institutions of higher education throughout the Galilee as "Trust Zones".
Practically speaking this means to suggest that we are trying to quantify the extent to
which these institutions serve as places in which different segments of society (our
student body) meet, co-exist, and enrich each other openly and with mutual respect.
The main theme we wish to advance, both theoretically and empirically, concerns the
students' experience of the place throughout their studies and the ways in which
institutions enable or disable cultural, ethical, linguistic, and national characteristics
expressed overtly and routinely on a day to day basis. Does the student feel
comfortable enough to express herself throughout classes even when it stands at odds
with the general mood? Are our students ready to bring to the table controversial
opinions during classes in which sensitive and volatile topics are being discussed?
These questions refer to what is commonly called in theories of humanistic geography
a sense of place.

In the current study we explore these themes (emotions during classes, dress codes,
interaction among different groups, concealment or exposure of identity
characteristics, etc.) through questionnaires complemented with in-depth open-ended
interviews of students at the Western Galilee College. Initial findings indicate no
marked tendencies of identity concealment or a different than normal personal dress

code. Notwithstanding, the inter-cultural and inter-group encounters are meager and
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highly official in nature. This is particularly true regarding issues related to the
Jewish-Arab conflict at large and its local manifestations in particular.
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A Learning Community on Minority-Majority (Arab-

Jewish) Relations in an Academic Institution

The panel presents the theoretical framework which formed a basis for a Learning
Community on Minority-Majority (Arab-Jewish) Relations in an Academic
Institution. This project was established at the Max Stern Academic College and
operates on the grounds of participative action research principles and under the
auspices of the Center for Action Research and Social Justice. In addition, an example
of a program derived from the learning community is described, and questions and
issues which have hitherto emerged are suggested for joint discussion with the

audience. The program revolves around the relationships between Arab and Jewish
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students and faculty in mixed study groups, and teaching and learning approaches and
methods in such forums in the college.

The conceptual framework which has informed the learning community argues that,
in divided societies, social entrepreneurship can be an effective strategy for regional
development if it is integrated with conflict engagement. It views both social
entrepreneurship and conflict engagement through a social constructionist lens, and
employs theory building methods from action research and program theory
evaluation. The argument is presented in the form of a ‘program theory of action’
providing the conceptual and practical basis for promoting development in Israel's
northern periphery, a region characterized by socio-economic stagnation as well as
deep social divisions, especially between Jewish and Arab Palestinian inhabitants.
The program’s theory of action includes a description of the context, the problem
framing, underlying assumptions, action strategies, and intended outcomes. It
hypothesizes that integrating social entrepreneurship and conflict engagement impacts
regional development by redefining inter-group relationships, enhancing social
networks, activating social capital, leveraging diversity and challenging existing
power structures.

The aims of the learning community are: a) studying and making an impact on
majority-minority (Jewish-Arab) relations in an academic institution (Max Stern
Academic College of Emek Yezreel) in the context of protracted conflict; b)
generating knowledge about the design and implementation of processes aimed at
promoting equality, social justice, and constructive conflict engagement in an
organizational setting.

The rationale underlying the learning community encompasses three problems:

1. A problematic situation in the college with respect to the relationship between the
Jewish majority and the Arab minority. Defining the problem as “majority-minority”
relations underscores its scope: a problem of the entire college population rather than
merely of the Arab students and staff. However, it is important not to rely on early
assumptions, instead studying and learning these issues in depth.

2. Many people at the college do positive things to examine the conflict and cope with
it, yet usually as private initiatives. The learning community aims at opening spaces at

the college which enable connecting between these people and their enterprises.
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3. The learning community will frame questions, study and investigate them in order
to unravel beliefs and values, affect change, draw lessons and create knowledge,
influence decision-making and act in plausible domains.

The characteristics and modes of activity of the community: it constitutes a group
where all members actively participate in a joint learning process. The leaders of the
community are Helena Desivilya and Victor Friedman. It is open to faculty,
administrative staff, students, graduates and the community at large. Every year each
member is committed to participate in six two-hour meetings. Each member or team
frames a “research question” in their domain of interest and/or expertise, using
personally appropriate research tools. All the meetings are documented. The learning
community encourages creative and nonconventional ideas and methods. Each
member or team is responsible for raising and presenting an idea for research or
action, documenting the process of learning and reporting it to the learning
community while facilitating a discussion of questions and issues which have
emerged in the research or action operation process.

The outcome: The learning community operates through use of action research tools

in order to surface issues and conflicts on the college’s agenda.
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Academic Educational Institutes in the Galilee — A True

Project of Co-Existence

In a country, like the State of Israel, where numerous splits exist; in a country where
the national tear is so bold; and in a country where a prima facie contradiction exists
between its national identity on the one hand and the nature of its regime on the other,
the utmost attention ought to be paid to the question of the formal language of the
state. In a country where two formal languages are acknowledged by statutory laws
but only one of them is deemed formal and dominant by the judiciary, urgent attention
ought to be paid to the issue concerning the philosophical rationales underlying the
meaning of "language” in general and the meaning of "the language" of those who are
considered to be the indigenous-national minority in particular.

For many years a serious discussion has been taking place in Israel concerning the
methods of achieving co-existence between Israeli Arabs and Israeli Jews, which is
sometimes perceived as a value in itself but other times as a forceful need of our
existence. The above-mentioned co-existence has been the subject of discussions in
political, civil, academic, institutional, and philosophical frameworks. Particularly at
the academic-institutional level the question has been one of inquiry into the possible
methods for bridging the gaps, thus achieving the above-mentioned co-existence
between Arab and Jewish students who study at academic educational institutes in
Israel. Many conferences, talks, symposiums and workshops are held regarding this
important issue. Thus far the focus has been put on the co-existence between students
on campus, but the spoken co-existence between the academic staff members — who
serve in their positions as leaders of their academic institutions — has been forgotten.
This matter is not as simple as one may imagine; it is even more difficult than the
issue of student co-existence. It is often observed that examining the co-existence
contacts among academic staff members is a very sensitive and delicate matter, to the
extent that it is better not to touch it.

In this lecture | seek to address this very sensitive matter, first as a valuable question
in itself, and secondly as a springboard for achieving the desired co-existence, with
better results, outcomes and consequences between students on campus. Both
theoretical and pragmatical methodologies are at the basis of my lecture. The

pragmatical methodologies are the direct outcome of my experience both as a former
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student in several campuses in the world and as an academic figure in various places
in the world as well.

This lecture is based on my testimony as part of my professional life experience both
as a student and as a lecturer in various institutes of higher education in Israel and
abroad, including the USA, Canada, Germany, Italy, France, Ireland, Scotland and
others. My lecture is delineated by personal independent intellectual work and other
serious academic understandings of the issues involved.

It is my proposal that a very high standard must be set for the pedagogical work of
lecturers, prohibiting the disclosure of their personal political views within their work.
It is the lecturer who must play the important role constructing bridges of
reconciliation between various possible contradicted political views in the lecturing

hall, whatever his political views are.
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Fostering Excellence in the Druze sector in Israel —

A Window of Opportunities in a Multicultural societys

In the 90s’ Israel acknowledged the need to close the gap between the resources
distributed to the Druze sector and those given to the Jewish sector. This recognition
brought to an increase in the number of Druze students who were entitled to a
Matriculation Certificate. Yet, the number of the academic Druze students is still
small, especially in knowledge-intensive professions. This is worrying and ought to be
brought up in academic and public discourse. The need for change in the existing
situation yielded an idea to empower excellent Druze students to achieve a quality
Matriculation Certificate in Math, Science and Languages that will pave their way to
higher education. This idea was accepted by the leaders of the Druze Forum and in the
year 2002, the High School of the Sciences was established in Yarka village, one of
the largest and most ancient Druze villages in Israel in general and in the Galilee
specifically. The school was an emerging one, and each year more subjects were added
to the curriculum. Today we see an increase in the number of youth that are accepted
to higher education in Israel, especially in the sciences, engineering and medicine
domains.

Our lecture is based on the field experience and on the sociohistorical and the cultural
values approaches with regard to culture in general and to unique cultural groups in
particular, i.e. the Druze sector in a multi-cultural society.

We present connecting pathways between theory and practice, and raise insights
relating the need of fostering excellence in a multi-cultural societies in general and in

the Druze sector in Israel in particular.
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Kadoori School — from a Collection of Cultures to a

Multicultural Space

Until a decade ago, Kadoori conducted itself as any other regional school. Despite the
variety of its students' cultures, the issue was never acknowledged. The students in
Junior High came from the settlements of the councils of the Lower Galilee, Kfar
Tavor and Yavne'el. In the transition to High school, Circassian students from the
Cirassian village of Kfar Kama joined them. In addition, students living in the
dormitory who were not residents of the region also studied in Kadoori. The student
population of the dorms included veteran and new immigrant Jews, as well as Druze,

Circassians, Muslims and Christians.

80



About a decade ago, Kadoori joined the Department of Experimentation and Initiative
in the Ministry of Education. After receiving the mandate of an experimental school,
it started developing a model of implementing the multi-cultural approach among
students and staff. From a collection of cultures, Kadoori has become a multi-cultural
space. The school has begun treating the cultural variety of its students in a structured
manner, using both its curriculum and its social activities. An emphasis was put on
bringing students closer and reducing apprehension of the ‘unfamiliar other’.
Managing this situation requires openness, creativity and alertness in a country in
which the political state is fragile and threatens the school's agenda.

In a Masters thesis submitted to this institution, the attitudes of pupils in Junior High
toward cultural differences were examined in comparison with pupils of a similar
school. The significant results showed that Kadoori pupils displayed a higher level of

tolerance.
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Peace Education — Concepts, Approaches and Models

Geographically, the Galilee has long brought together groups of different cultures
living on a pendulum fluctuating between tension and co-existence. As part of
governmental and cultural attempts to facilitate normal daily functioning, the question
arises what role the state education system should play and how it may contribute to
or detract from co-existence. This lecture reviews the vocabulary and basic
assumptions underlying educational approaches to peace that may be implemented in
state schools. It is a philosophical analysis of what peace Education is and what it
should strive for. Peace education is presented as an essential but complex and
dilemma-laden rask, whose actual implementation requires professional consideration
as early as the goal-defining stage.

At first | present the development of peace education after World War 11 and the basic
vocabulary that developed around it. A basic classification is made of who is violent
towards whom, and distinctions between state and cultural violence, violence between
sectors and social classes, physical, life-endangering violence and covert structural
violence that impinge on minority groups’ quality of life are defined. Ideological
paradigms — realistic, liberal and radical — are used to analyze causes of violence and

29 <¢

attaining co-existence. Terms such as “negative peace” vs. “positive peace”, “cultural
peace”, “education about peace” and “education for peace”, and “pedagogy of peace”
will be discussed, as well as the question of whether education for peace should be
taught through subject matter or through social education. We will also discuss the

effect of the severity of a conflict on the options available to schools.
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This vocabulary will help us distinguish between various theoretical approaches to
peace education in schools and how these approaches can help reduce the chances of
war between countries and decrease tensions between sectors in society. A distinction
will be made between international understanding education which seeks to bring
together citizens of hostile countries, and global education which seeks to create
cosmopolitan identification, loyalty and responsibility. The effect of cultural studies,
student trips, student exchanges, familiarity with international organizations, learning
about the damages of war, education against bombing, presenting foreign countries in
textbooks, simulations of international relations, global interdependence in matters of
terrorism, ecology, economics, water, etc. are examined.

The logic underlying approaches to international relations becomes clearer when we
seek to promote co-existence in one society. We then compare three approaches:
national (ethnic) education, citizenship education and multicultural education.
Promoting peace education in the Galilee requires that the educational staffs carefully
examine the different types of logic of each approach and the educational approach
they wish to promote. Almost all practical educational action should be preceded by a
preliminary clarification of basic ideological assumptions and a defining of the aims
and goals underlying the policy. Because peace education is such a sensitive subject,
one in which many agents from outside the school can be expected to intervene, it
behooves principals and teachers to be able to explain and clarify their policy and if

necessary, in order to defend against from critics.
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Utilizing the Intercultural Makeup of the Class as a Moral

and Educational Resource

The intercultural encounter between Jewish and Arab students at Oranim College
rarely creates any substantial intergroup dialogue. Both groups keep their distance,
with minimal interaction and cooperation. Hardly any personal relations between
students from both communities evolve, in spite of four years of intensive studying
side by side and in many cases living together in the dormitories. In addition, Arab
students experience marginalization and alienation in spite of the college's attempts to
assist them in their studies. Recent studies done in Oranim conclude that while
students from both groups view studying together favorably, the level of actual
interaction between them is very low, and there is meager meaningful learning about
the Other (Boumel, Totry, Zeevy, 2008; Totry, in writing).

In July 2009 a group of Oranim College teachers launched an initiative they named
"Alternate Discourse”, aiming to confront and change this reality. Three working-
groups focus on three areas: improvement of intercultural teaching skills; promotion
of intercultural dialogue in the classroom; revision of formal ceremonies in the
college (i.e. Rabin commemoration, Holocaust commemoration and Israel’s

Independence) in view of the Alternate Discourse approach.
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The MATOV Program (Coordination and Support System
for Community Resources): A Model of Intercultural

Interweaving

The focus of the paper is the meaning | ascribe to the notion of multiculturalism — a
concept conveying the interweaving of different cultures. The underlying conceptual
approach will be exemplified by the case study of the MATOV Program — a support
system for coordinating community resources across three sectors. This is an
extensive national program held by JDC Israel in strategic collaboration with the
Ministry of Social Affairs, whose aim is to promote social cohesiveness in
municipalities. The program helps develop organizational infrastructures and projects
that promote collaborations among the public sector, civic sector organizations, and
the business sector — while maintaining the independence and unique contribution of
each sector.

A fundamental value underpinning the program’s activity is the notion of
multiculturalism in its wider sense, signifying a complex view of interweaving and
integration between cultures. This outlook fosters social cohesiveness as a counter-
option to alienation, seclusion and conflict — while legitimizing heterogeneity and
differences between the values and traditions of different groups and cultures within a
society.

The view of interculturality on which the MATOV Program activity relies refers to

three dimensions: 1) Collaboration among sectors: The program ascribes great

importance to collaboration between the Third Sector, the public sector and the
business sector. Its underlying belief is that collaboration which takes into account the
distinct values and the organizational-managerial culture of each sector will produce a

positive outcome for all. 2) Collaboration between National and Religious Cultures:

The program seeks to promote collaboration between various populations in the
municipalities, whether these are groups of different national origins (such as Jews
and Arabs) or religious groups (such as Druze, Moslems or Christians). 3) Fostering
sub-groups in the community: The program encourages collaboration which foster

sub-groups in the community that have unique characteristics, such as women, senior

citizens, disabled people, youth, etc.
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In order to promote productive collaboration among different sectors and best address
the needs of the community, mechanisms are needed that would allow the potential of
each sector or population to be developed, while enhancing a dialogue between them
and enabling them to become better acquainted with each other. The MATOV
Program fosters, develops and maintains such mechanisms over time. Greatly
invested in the creation of collaboration, the program also seeks to develop a language
capable of communicating the unique culture of each organization while allowing the
creation of a common culture.

Following activities in the field over the past six years, taking place in many
municipalities, | have attempted to formulate a list of conditions necessary for the
establishment of such complex collaboration in a municipality. To that end | relied on
a conceptual framework | developed as part of my PhD thesis, which dealt with
intercultural bridging and defined the optimal conditions for successful integration of
new immigrants (from the former Soviet Union and from Ethiopia) in the Israeli
education system. Unsurprisingly, the theoretical and practical questions related to
intercultural bridging are equivalent to a large degree to those related to the

intercultural interweaving promoted by the MATOV Program.
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Practical Aspects in the Integration and Advancement of

Diverse Populations in the Labor Market
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The rate of participation in the workforce in Israel among certain populations is low,
influencing their chances for socioeconomic integration into Israeli society.

TEVET (Fighting Poverty through Employment), the JDC and the Israeli
government’s employment initiative, works to develop programs for the integration of
populations removed from the labor and employment markets, thereby helping to
extricate them from the cycle of poverty.

A preliminary study submitted to TEVET by the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute laid
the groundwork for strategic planning, as well as for defining the initiative’s target
population. The initiative focuses on populations whose rates of participation in the
workforce are especially low, mainly immigrant populations from developing
countries, Arab society, people with disabilities, the ultra Orthodox, and young people
with no economic family support.

About 60 separate programs operate within the context of the initiative, through which
nearly 50,000 participants have passed. Most of the programs are monitored by
evaluation studies whose objective is to assist in designing the programs and attempt
to evaluate their efficacy. The results of these studies, combined with the figures from
TEVET’s computerized database, assist in assimilating the programs within
government ministries, local authorities and other organizations with the ability to
disseminate and maintain the program over time.

Within the context of developing the programs, the degree to which models whose
success with certain populations has been demonstrated can be adapted to other
populations or conditions is examined. Thus, for example, the Eshet Chayil program,
developed for promoting employment among Ethiopian Israelis, was expanded to
immigrants from the Caucasus and Bukhara, to veteran Israeli women, mostly single
mothers, and has recently been operating in Arab society as well. During the
expansion process, modifications and adaptations are made throughout the entire
period, assisted by the formative evaluative studies that accompany such processes at
TEVET.

The expansion of the programs to include groups from Arab society intensified the

program’s activity in the Galilee, and added facets of geography and special

characteristics to the considerations regarding the evaluation of appropriate responses.
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Adaptation and expansion of the program necessitate addressing such questions as the
following: To what degree are we able to replicate successful models for populations
with different characteristics? What are the central elements driving the success of the
program, and can these elements be isolated and applied in an adapted manner among
different populations and different geographical areas?

The lecture will deal with the ability to learn from successes, and replicating

successful models while allowing for cultural adaptations.
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Inclusive education - Interaction between Academia and the

Educational Field

School is a unique, powerful social mechanism appropriate to reduce processes of
social exclusion: schools have the opportunity, ability and responsibility to influence
the normal development of children and adolescents coming from a low socio-
economic background who are in danger of dropping out.

However, our research indicates that exclusion from mainstream education evolves as

a system of interlocking cycles of exclusion involving students, school staff, and the
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school’s institutional environments. Framing this process as "social exclusion™ has
enabled us to see that educators working with these students experience exclusion as
well. Is it possible to change the way that the schools function? How can an
education system rebuild itself in order to create an inclusive system for its learners?
We know that expanding the concept of teaching and changing the functioning of
teachers brings proven results: improving achievement, truancy change, reducing
violence and vandalism in the school, significant improvement in students’ self-image
and self efficacy. Our research has attempted to specify and illustrate the patterns of
thinking, feeling, and action necessary for producing inclusive relationships, inside
schools, under very difficult conditions . However, changing the perception of work in
schools, changing teaching practice, changing organizational behavior, is a very
complex task. In recent years, Oranim College, in partnership with JDC-Israel,
developed a new educational profession for educators working with students at risk
and in social exclusion. Many training frameworks were developed using the vast
knowledge that had accumulated in the educational field.

The new knowledge is intended to address relevant and meaningful questions such as:
What happens in the interaction between the school and excluded students? What is
the role of the school in facing the reality of poverty, dropping out and ongoing
failure? How can a school be an agent of social mobility for marginal students?
Interaction between academia and the school system the focus of this presentation.
What do we learn from our students, who are teachers and principals in the formal
school system? How do we use their knowledge in order to deepen and expand
theoretical aspects of inclusive education? How does knowledge constructed in

academia influence their work?
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Portrait Photography as a Tool of Research and as a Means

of Intervention

Following the photography project "Youth™ by Boaz Lanir — an exhibition with
portraits kibutz Sha'ar Ha'amakim and Youth Village Kfar Hasidim teenagers.

Portrait photography is never indifferent. It is created by the relationship between the
photographer and his subject, within the conditions of time and place. Unlike the
single picture, a series of photographs is able to create a wider picture of certain
groups within culture. Once it was created, that series would become a historical
document that can be read and understood in a way the literal story cannot always be
told.

The final product, an exhibition or a catalogue, meets different audiences and invites
them to deal with it and respond.

Content

1. The YOUTH project is an art exhibition containing over 60 black & white
photographs, 60/60 cm.

2. The photographer Boaz Lanir was born and lives in kibbutz Sha'ar Ha'amakim.
Over the years he had photographed and exhibited portraits of people in the kibbutz,
including teenagers.

3. Lanir was invited by the gallery to work on a new project outside of his domestic
environment. He went to the youth village, in a distance of two kilometers from the
kibbutz, and started taking pictures of the young boys and girls who live and study
there.

4. In spite of the terms of a new environment, the 'otherness' of his subjects does not
appear in the pictures. The relationship that was formed between him and his subjects
allowed them to express themselves the way they chose.

Body language, mimics, clothing, all is read from the photographs as a visual text
revealing the subtext.

5. Boaz Lanir uses his camera as a means of research. In a text he wrote for the
exhibition he points at the similarity between those two groups of teenagers who live
close to each other, have a similar everyday life of study and work, but are still closed

to each other.

97



6. One of the significant references to this project is "People of the Twentieth
Century", the project of the German photographer August Zander undertaken between
the two world wars. Zander’s idea was to create with his camera a typological survey
of German society.

7. The photographs in the YOUTH exhibition are shown as one series in which boys
and girls from the youth village and the kibbutz are integrated. During the show
meetings of children of all ages, from Tivon, Kfar Hasidim Youth Village and the
kibbutz take place. This is a unique experiment aiming at mediating by artistic means
amongst different social groups.

8. Some of the meetings were transcribed for this lecture.
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Dugrinet

A bilingual internet site providing news, information, and opinion to all the residents
of the Galilee (Dugri — "straight talk™ in both Hebrew and Arabic).
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Approximately 1,100,000 citizens live in the Galilee (not counting another million in
the Haifa metropolitan area), evenly divided between Jews and Arabs. Among the
constituent groups and communities comprising the Galilean mosaic, each has its own
traditions, beliefs, language, cultural landmarks, national consciousness, and historical
memories. These differences give each group its unique identity and social and
spiritual strength. However, a society in which there is no uniting framework of
shared interests, dreams, culture, and social action — cannot long survive. We believe
that such a framework is lacking in the Galilee.
Hence, we have created Dugrinet, an internet newspaper, with Hebrew and Arabic
sections. Specific objectives:
e Dbroad readership among both Jewish and Arab populations
¢ alarge community of volunteer correspondents, columnists, topic editors
e a safe space characterized by openness, fairness, and balance — where all
opinions can be expressed, civilly
e active participation by readers and community leaders in public discussion of
issues of regional concern
e rich cultural content provided by active reader participation
e sufficient readership, after two years, to generate advertising revenue to
maintain the operation.
We intend for Dugrinet to serve as a catalyst for bringing together people from
throughout the region with shared interests and concerns, and thus for stimulating
other communal initiatives (e.g., multicultural arts center, joint environmental action

groups, etc.).
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Christian Tourism in the Galilee:

An Engine for Social and Regional Economic Development

The historical phenomenon of spiritual pilgrimage is clearly an international
experience. It exists in all religions, including Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.

In particular, Christian pilgrimages, whether they are of a conservative religious
nature, or have a secular and distinctly modern flavor, are experiencing a significant
rebirth all over the world. The pilgrimage journey clearly has its roots in religion, but
it brings with it, in addition to the spiritual experience, a significant exposure to new
cultures, new people, and a new environment. That is why it can also serve as an

engine for significant economic development all over the world (Digance, 2003).
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The Arab Christian community in Israel has lived the Christian religion in the Holy
Land for the past 2000 years, and within the state of Israel, the majority of Arab
Christians live in Galilee. The Galilee region presents to pilgrims a remarkable
multicultural mosaic. It is an interesting model where Judaism, Christianity and Islam,
the three great monotheistic faiths and cultures, have lived shoulder to shoulder for
hundreds, even thousands of years. In addition, the Galilee serves as a geographical
bridge connecting three massive continents: Europe, Asia, and Africa. (Mualem,
2006; 2007). Coming to that bridge on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land provides a very
deep emotional experience for believers of all three monotheistic faiths. Christians in
particular have experienced such pilgrimages for at least 1,500 years.

The fact that Christianity started in the Galilee and spread all over the world creates
the reason and the motivation for pilgrimage tourism to the Holy Land. It is important
to emphasize that the Christian sites in the Galilee mentioned in the Bible are also
mentioned each Sunday at Mass, and in other Sabbath worship services in all
Christian churches throughout the world, where 2.1 billion Christians pray regularly
for the Holy Land. Christians all over the world revere these sites, are aware of them
by name, and are reminded of them weekly. There is great spiritual and economic
potential in this situation. How can that potential best be realized? Research
conducted recently reveals that collaboration between private organizations and
government can create a dynamic process for regional economic development. South
Africa has developed such private-public collaboration, and has experienced great
benefits from it (Rodgerson, 2002).

Based on this model, an initiative was proposed by the Land of Galilee Pilgrimage
Organization. It includes collaboration among the government, the private sector, and
Christian religious leadership, and its implementation has become the goal of this
organization (Mualem & Zellner, 2006). Recent research calls attention to the fact
that in the past 27 years the annual rate of increase of pilgrims coming to the Holy
Land was, in fact, 2.9%, while in other tourist domains the increase was about 4%. If
the annual increase in pilgrimage to the Holy Land had been equal to the 4% increase
in other domains, the estimated number of pilgrims coming to the Holy Land in 2007
would have been 3.2 million, while, in fact, because the actual annual increase was

2.9%, the number of pilgrims was only 2.3 million (Zvi & Shinan, 2008).
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This emphasizes the importance of the Land of Galilee Pilgrimage Organization’s
initiative, and its potential for regional economic development. The initiative is
unique in that it engages the Ministry for Galilee Development, which represents the
Israeli government, and the local and international churches, which represent the
private sector, in the process. The obvious purpose of such strategic action is to
significantly increase the number of pilgrims to the Galilee by means of a special
pilgrimage program called Come to the Galilee. The implementation of such a
program moves forward on the basic assumption that each believer among the 2.1
billion Christians in the world has the spiritual need to visit the Holy Land at least
once in his or her lifetime.

Today, 28% of the income from tourism in Israel is from Christian pilgrimages.
According to the strategic plan of the Land of Galilee Pilgrimage Organization’s
initiative, the goal is to increase the number of Christian pilgrims from the present
700,000 pilgrims per year to 5,000,000 Christian pilgrims per year, within the coming
five years. This significant increase of about 1,000,000 pilgrims per year, on average,
will increase revenues by about NIS 1.68 billion per year, and within five years, the
total increase will reach NIS 8.6 billion annually. Of this sum, 60% will go to the
Galilee region and 40% to Jerusalem. This is the reason why those involved in a
program called Putting the Galilee in the Center endorsed this project and consider it
to be a reasonable one for encouraging Christian tourists. This is also why the Putting
the Galilee in the Center program submitted the proposal to the Israeli government
(Tzfona, 2008).

This Christian pilgrimage program highlights the strategic role of the local Christian
community as an important leverage for cultural pilgrimage and Galilee economic
development. The Arab Christian community in Israel is indeed in a very influential
position to significantly raise the number of pilgrims to the Holy Land, and in this
way to create opportunities for tourist business development in the region of the
Galilee. This in turn will create new job opportunities and increased income for the
people of the Galilee (Mualem, 2006).
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Galilee, Zefat, Center & Periphery, Multi-ethnic Regions,
Planning Theory

The lecture presents a study that accompanied a planning process which | undertook
recently in the Galilee town of Zefat. The study was intended to examine the
underling normative approach and the planning doctrine that guided the planning
process, both emerging from Zefat's characteristics, as well as from the way | perceive
it as a planner. Therefore, this study can be perceived as an introspection of the
planning process.

Seemingly, according to a preliminary survey, the planning issues apparent in Zefat
are typical of other towns in the Galilee, and indeed of the Galilee itself: A multitude
of social groups that could be considered minorities from the national perspective, a
high percentage of immigrants (both internal and new immigrants to Israel), and an
acute shortage of jobs. All of these in spite of the fact that the city (as well as the
region) is rich with natural, historical and religious assets easily accessible, and the
location of several important national facilities.

The development potential of a city depends on several factors: Geographical
conditions, affinity to national and regional centers, its status in national politics, the

composition of the population, transportation infrastructure and the civic culture
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(power relations between groups of the population and the ways they are regulated).
Some of the factors are geographical while others are historical and sociological.

The goals and the nature of the development also have to be examined and
alternatives should be weighed: The goals can include the wellbeing of the population
or parts of it, the wellbeing of future populations (that will emigrate to Zefat),
national, religious, environmental goals, etc. Zefat, like other developmental towns in
Israel, aimed at national goals, and the wellbeing of its inhabitants was subjugated to
them. But even when the wellbeing of its inhabitants is defined as the supreme
planning goal, there was still the question of which inhabitants? Since some of them
are veteran citizens and some immigrants (from different places), ultra-orthodox,
religious and secular, Jews and Arabs, children, young and old, poor and very poor.
Parameters of development are used to focus on economic growth, as is manifested in
income per capita. That is a narrow perspective that does not take into account the
preferences of different social groups, like social cohesion, the capability to peruse a
religious way of life, etc. Therefore | employed additional parameters like HDI-
Human Development Index, community empowerment and social capital. I also used
several methods of promoting public participation and adopted the approach of the
Local Knowledge System. | strived to be a learning planner rather than a knowing
one.

The planning model which I employed together with the considerations above brought
me to the following conclusions:

1. Zefat is unique in its Kabbala tradition, which stems from its location and
history. It could be harnessed to make Zefat a center of spiritual tourism, which offers
study and experience of different spiritual approaches, not necessarily in the Kabbala
or other religious context.

2. Spiritual tourism will enable the creation of jobs that suite Zefat’s uniqueness
as well as the nature of the population that is becoming ultra-orthodox, while not
neglecting the secular Jewish and Arab inhabitants (the Arab village of Akhbara is
part of Zefat’s municipal jurisdiction).

3. Zefat will be a vibrant city, offering its inhabitants and visitors a wide variety
of institutions and activities, mostly in relation to its Kabbala tradition. Amongst them

academic and research institutes, seminars, conventions, tours, publishing, etc.
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Complementary activities (i.e. restaurants, hotels and shopping centers) will be
developed as well.

4. The development strategy will include branding the city as a spiritual centre,
rehabilitation of the Old City and the Jewish Quarter, establishing academic and

educational institutions, encouraging entrepreneurship and vocational training.
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""Developing the Community Status of the Public Library in

Israel’

This project has been in operation since 2003. It is an Arab-Jewish project founded by
Ms Adina shapira from the Tsaad Itee Foundation (located in Jerusalem) and Duroob
Institute for leadership development and social growth (located in Yarka in the
western Galilee), in cooperation with the Libraries Department in the Ministry of

Culture.

The goals of the project are multifaceted and aim at strengthening and supporting
different libraries and their contribution to the local communities in the Arab and
Jewish sectors, and to promote collaboration and understanding between Arab and
Jewish participants. Each head librarian received financial support to promote a
certain initiative in the local community in order to strengthen the library’s status in
the community as a community multicultural institute that has to be accessible to all

its members.

These initiatives ranged from helping prepare students for the matriculation (Bagrut)
exams to support groups for single mothers and special needs groups.

The head librarians who are participants in Tsad-Itee library project met seven times
during the evaluation period. They discussed and shared progress in what was called
the Arab-Jewish Forum which met in different locations around the country. The
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Forum was facilitated by professional facilitators from the Doroub Institute which is

an Arab-led institute.

Over 30 libraries from the Galilee have participated in the project since it was
launched; two of them are the libraries of Kokab Abu EI Hija village and the library
of the lower Galilee in Kadoori.

These libraries had launched multi cultural programs which aimed at promoting Arab-
Jewish dialogue through culture. The directors of the libraries present their programs

and their lessons from this experience.
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Globalization and Peripheries:
The Case of the Textile Industry in the Galilee

Globalization is an ongoing process by which regional economies, societies, and
cultures have become integrated through a globe-spanning network of capitalist
exchange. In the framework of globalization there are factories set up in poor
countries where employees agree to work for low wages. Then, if labour laws alter in
those countries and stricter rules govern the manufacturing process the factories are
closed down and relocated to other nations with more conservative, laissez-faire

economic policies. This is the case of the textile industry in the Galilee.

According to Peter Dicken's Global Shift, the textile and clothing sectors were “the
first manufacturing industries to take on a global dimension”. Although the industries
are geographically dispersed throughout Israel, in the past the Galilee dominated the
textile sector. Now, most of these textile industries are closed and then moved to the
Irbid Industrial Zone in Jordan in the framework of the Free Trade Agreement signed

by the United States, Israel and the Kingdom of Jordan.
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Universal Humanistic Meanings of the Holocaust: The Way
of the Center for Humanistic Education in the
Ghetto Fighters’ House

The Center for Humanistic Education (CHE) at the Ghetto Fighters” House in the
Western Galilee was founded in 1995. CHE has developed a particular approach to
Moral Education in the context of Holocaust Education. CHE engages highs chool
students from all over the Galilee in a dialogical learning process which connects the
Holocaust with social values, past and present, social and personal.

CHE’s educational goal is to develop a humanistic world-view through studying the
Holocaust, and to instill an attitude of acknowledgement and respect of the Other
through a meaningful inter-group and inter-personal dialogue.

The collective memory brought by the participants constitutes an element in their
collective identities, thus functioning as text in the inter-group discourse.

The structured educational process progresses from a school-based mono-cultural
workshop on the Holocaust to a multicultural study-and-dialogue group relating to our
surrounding socio-political reality.

CHE works regularly with about 25 schools from the Jewish, Arab and Druze sectors.
About 350 students from these sectors participate in the program each year.
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The presentation at the conference includes a description of the Holocaust study
workshop and a summary of an evaluation study regarding the impact of the

workshop on participants' attitudes.
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Multilingual and Multicultural Research and Educational

Centre: Initial Projects

The Multilingual and Multicultural Research and Educational Centre was founded in
June 2009 under the auspices of the Oranim Research and Evaluation Authority
together with the supervising committee of the M.Ed. Program. The aims of the
Centre include extending our knowledge through psycholinguistic, sociolinguistic and
socio-cultural research regarding Hebrew, Arabic, Russian, English and Amharic. The
Centre will contribute to theoretical and practical studies in undergraduate, graduate
and post-graduate programs, specifically the language and exclusion programs at

Oranim, by disseminating research based conclusions reached. The Centre aims to
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encourage students who are studying towards their M.Ed. to do extended final papers
in the above-mentioned fields.

Within the framework of this panel we will present three research studies.

The first study was conducted within the framework of the Centre and examined
English literacy acquisition amongst Russian-Hebrew speaking emerging tri-literates,
Russian-Hebrew speaking emerging bi-literates and Hebrew speaking emerging bi-
literates. The study was designed to examine the Script Dependent Hypothesis
whereby specific first language orthographic characteristics impact literacy
acquisition in additional orthographies via cross-linguistic interactions. The research
sample included 98 fifth graders (34 Russian-Hebrew emerging tri-literates, 19
Russian-Hebrew emerging bi-literates, and 45 Hebrew speaking emerging bi-
literates). Base-line independent variables included Hebrew literacy tests and Russian
literacy tests for the Russian speakers. Dependent variables were the English literacy
measures. One of the main findings was that all the participants experienced
difficulties spelling English orthographic conventions due to irregular letter sound
correspondence. In addition, ANOVA analyses indicated significant differences
between the Russian-Hebrew emerging tri-literates and the Hebrew speaking
emerging bi-literates regarding reading and spelling of English short vowels as well as
consonant clusters. This finding supports the Script Dependence Hypothesis because
both the short vowel letters as well as complex consonant clusters exist in Russian but
not in Hebrew orthography.

The second study quantitatively and qualitatively analyzed the vocabulary of the
Arabic "Al- ra'ed” Readers for first and second grade Arabic first language students.
The assumptions were that the size of the vocabulary taught in these readers does not
provide the students with the minimum vocabulary threshold. The use of proper nouns
in the first reader is exaggerated; there are not enough word repetitions and
internalization processes which facilitate the internalization and memorization of new
words. A major part of the vocabulary is unique to Standard Arabic, especially in the
second grade reader. Research findings confirmed the assumptions. It was found that
the number of Standard Arabic words in the readers studied is insufficient to provide
the learners with the minimum vocabulary threshold. Proper names play a very
significant role in the first reader. The subsequent readers, however, were found to

include a broader representation of common nouns and verbs. There is only a partial
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overlap between Standard and Spoken Arabic. There exists a small overlap between
the vocabulary in the respective readers. These results have a negative impact on the
development of minimal vocabulary size, which is considered to be an essential tool
for overcoming the difficulties of reading comprehension, especially in light of the
strong diglossic situation in Arabic.

The aim of the third study was to examine the factors that predict first language (L1)
reading acquisition which also predict English as a Foreign Language (EFL) reading
acquisition. The study examined the Linguistic Coding Differences Hypothesis
(LCDH) which claims that underlying first language linguistic factors impact the
possibility of succeeding in both first and foreign language reading acquisition. The
sample included 66 11™ grade Arabic L1 female students from the north of Israel,
who studied both Hebrew as a second language and English as a foreign language.
The Arabic L1 variables included phonological awareness, morphological and
orthographic sensitivity, and EFL variables were word identification and reading
comprehension. The results indicated that there was a significant correlation between
all L1 and EFL reading variables. Whereas phonological and orthographic awareness
did not contribute significantly to EFL reading, morphological awareness was found
to explain a significant amount of the variance (particularly morphological
judgement). This finding supports the LCDH and enables us to add aspects and
recommendations connected with specific populations similar to this research sample
(Arabic speaking high school students who encounter difficulty studying EFL
reading).

In the framework of the panel we will discuss future research directions.
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Social Capital through Social Networks as a Basis for

Community Strength

Social capital refers to connections in the community between individuals, groups and

organizations expressed in three dimensions: the number of connections, the degree of
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usage of these relationships within the community, and the quality of those
relationships. Social capital is described in the research as a crucial ingredient of
community resilience. The community building process In Shdemot is a multi-
disciplinary process aimed at raising the level of social capital impact on the
community through a social networking system. The goal is to raise the level of
communal life and allow all members to strengthen their meaningful community
feelings and express their sense of belonging and commitment to each other.
Communities which have experienced in recent years security threats and financial
difficulties forced the question of dealing with community resilience.

The Galilee includes a wide range of different cultures and forms of settlement. From
traditional dense networks to diverse urban communities and neighborhoods; from
collectivist communities to individualistic; from religiously homogeneous to
heterogeneous, etc.

A community building process requires action based on the unique -cultural
characteristics of each community. It is a key concept in the process of perceiving its
identity.

"Community identity" refers to self-perception of the community itself, which has an
express social contract relating to a given set of community values and symbols. This
convention is reflected in the public discourse surrounding norms of behavior and life
ceremonies, strengthening the "narrative designer"” of the community. Those practices
shape the values of the community and define its commitment. The "practices of
commitment™ define the patterns of loyalty and commitment to strengthen the vitality
of the community. The existence of the "narrative designer" is a central mechanism
ensuring the stability of the community and watching over the life cycle of its
members.

A community building process refers to all aspects of life and their contribution to
social capital construction: education builds community, employment builds
community, culture building community, environment builds community, etc. During
the lecture we use two examples from the interventions made in the field of
employment in the Upper Galilee, and in a binational community involved in the

Galilee
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‘Spring Gathering’: Creating Together, Building
Togetherness:

Arabs and Jews Create Art Together

‘Spring Gathering’ 1954-1979

For twenty five consecutive years, until his death, Yigal Allon held what he called the
‘Spring Gathering’, an annual event in which he would invite to his home, to the
Ginossar Wood, friends and leaders from among the Arab community in Israel. Allon
acknowledged the fact that Jews and Arabs were destined to share life in this stretch
of land forever, and that it was up to them - up to us - to shape this life on values of
mutual fertilization and convergence that offer an opportunity and meaning to creation
based on cooperation, listening, and understanding.

For 25 years thousands of people took part in the gatherings.

Upon Allon’s death, the gatherings stopped.

Renewing the Gatherings

The October 2000 events, the outbreak of the Al-Agsa Intifada, the uprising among
Israeli Arabs and the death of 13 Arab citizens from police fire, seriously undermined
the delicate tapestry of shared life in this country. The difficult events deepened the
sense of inability and frustration regarding peace options. The no-hope atmosphere,
when only several years earlier first signs of peace seemed to appear, resulted in

increased mistrust between Jews and Arabs.

In view of the situation, the Yigal Allon Center initiated a renewal of the Spring
Gatherings in a format that focuses on mutual creative art work: “Yigal spoke of
creative collaboration, we will resume the meetings through creative work”. This is
how the Spring Gathering in its new shape evolved.

The Spring Gathering and its output give the wide public a sense of hopeful challenge
- the colorfulness, beauty and aesthetics of the sculptures indicate the possibility of
the Jewish-Arab meeting to produce values of beauty, friendship and peace. Thus,
they also constitute a challenge to the public, calling it to believe in this opportunity

and work relentlessly to achieve it.
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Galilean context of the spring gathering:

The Galilean context of the Spring Gathering exists both on the human and the
content sides of the project.

The artists participating in the Spring Gatherings are almost all inhabitants of the

Galilee.
Schools participating in the projects are schools from the Galilee.

1. Common existence.

2. The Environment in which we live - that is the Galilee.
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Are There Any Shi’ite Moslems in the Galilee?

The lecture deals with the question of whether there are Shi’ite Moslems living in
Israel today. In the State of Israel there are more than one million Moslems who
reside mainly in the Galilee, in the Triangle area and in the Negev. The Moslem
population is mostly Sunni, and the question is whether there are also Shi’ite
Moslems living among them.

There is a very small number of residents in the State of Israecl who are Shi’ite
Moslems belonging to the Imami Shi’ite sect. Before the establishment of the State of
Israel there were seven Shi’ite villages in the eastern and western parts of the Upper
Galilee region. There are also remnants of Shi’ite families living in the country,
especially in Nazareth but also in Haifa, as well as scores of Shi’ites from Southern
Lebanon who had served in the SLA (South Lebanese Army). When the IDF (Israel
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Defense Forces) retreated from Lebanon in the year 2000, some of them came to
reside in the Galilee, and they follow a religious-Shi’ite way of life. Moreover, in
recent years there have appeared signs of a budding Shi’ite missionary movement on a
very small scale. The lecture discusses the issue of the Shi’ite presence in the Galilee
from various perspectives.

It is worth noting that there is a similar phenomenon in the West Bank. The Islamic
Jihad organization under the patronage of Iran also promotes Shi’ite ties, and in
March 2006, Muhammad Ghawanima, also called Abu al-*Abd (aged 54 and father of
a child), a resident of the refugee camp al-Jalazun near Ramallah, announced the
establishment of a Higher Shi’ite Council in Palestine. According to him, he accepted
Shi’ism ever since the successful revolution of Shi’a Islam in Iran in 1979, and has
held this belief in secret. It was only in 1995 that he revealed this while he was
serving as the assistant of the General Secretary of Islamic Jihad, Fathi Shqgaqi, who
was Killed in that year. In announcing the establishment of this Council, Ghawanima
noted that this body is the continuation of the Iranian Islamic project mentioned by
Ramadan Shalah, the leader of Islamic Jihad who succeeded Shqgagi in Damascus in
1998. Ghawanima came out publicly against the al-Qaeda organization because of its
attacks on Shi’ite mosques in Iraq. In the opinion of two Palestinian experts (Dr. Riad
‘Abd al-Karim of al-Najah University in Nablus and another researcher who prefers to
remain anonymous), the activities of Ghawanima are the result of personal and
economic interests with the aim of obtaining financial assistance from Iran. But
Ghawanima denies any institutional or organizational connections with Iran or with
Islamic Jihad. He makes it clear that he accepted Shi’a Islam through the influence of
Shi’ite Lebanese prisoners with whom he was imprisoned in Israeli jails for more than
20 years. In another interview with him (March 2006) by the newspaper al-Sharq al-
Awsat appearing in London, he states that there are scores of Shi’ites in the West
Bank, and adds that he intends to call upon the Shi’ites to moderate the lashings they
give themselves during the ceremonies of the ‘Ashura Day.

The lecture discusses all aspects mentioned above.
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Russian Language Literature in the Galilee: Between

Existence and Ideologies

The paper aims at analyzing the distinct phenomenon of Russian-language literature
in the Galilee within the context of Israeli Russian language literature, as well as
Israeli literature in general. It foregrounds the specificity of this phenomenon in
comparison with Israeli Russian language literature in general, and relates this
specificity to the unique social and geographical context of the Galilee, with its
different cultural situation, multi-national interaction and landscape, as well as its
cultural significance for the European culture.

Special emphasis is placed on the texts published in such literary periodicals as
Galilea (Nazrath-Ilith) and Novyi Dom (Carmiel). Both anthropological and literary
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aspects of these texts are addressed. In order to clarify their peculiarities and meaning,
these texts are compared to the general features and major developments in the
Russian language literature in Israel, which, over the course of the last ten years has
undergone a close scrutiny. The representations of the Galilee and its human, natural
and religious contextsis underscored.

Addressing these texts, | analyze the relations (or, conversely, the absence of a
relation) between the representations of existence in its reality and the actual
possibilities of its ideological understanding, as they are manifested in the texts under
analysis. Different social aspects of this problem within their Israeli, and, more
specifically, Galilee context is also addressed. In addition, | analyze the broader
meaning of such a ‘rupture’ between the immediate representations of human
existence and their consistent conceptualizations in the context of the contemporary

cultural situation in general.
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The Edge Center - ""Olive Harvest Season' — Exhibition and

Essence

The Edge Center and its gallery are a place for meeting, creativity and dialogue
among members of the richly diverse social and cultural mosaic of the Galilee. The
center channels the universal language of art towards personal and societal growth

and reconciliation.

Since its founding in 2006, the Edge Center has held numerous exhibitions that shed
light on Israeli society in general and the Galilee in particular from a variety of
perspectives. For example, "Weave" in 2007, "Northern bound” in 2008, and "The
Way" in 2008. More recently, "The Olive Harvest Season" too expressed the spirit
and aims of the Edge. This exhibit brought together works of art of Jewish and Arab
artists from the Galilee and their guests, all touching on the subject of the olive tree
and reflecting the artists' deep connection to the local landscape and its agricultural
tradition. The works gave expression to the olive tree as an ancient and vital symbol
that gives hope for continued life despite ongoing violence and conflict. Thus "The
Olive Harvest Season" was transformed from the name of an annual agricultural

period to an invitation to a time for dialogue.

Participants in the exhibition were Ilia Beini from Kufr Yassif, Amnon Haftman from
Rehovot, Osnat Kovlantz from Nahariya, Dvorit Ben Shaul from Givat Yearim,
Moshe Cassirer from Yodfat, Salman Mulla from Yarka, and Ruth Kestenbaum Ben-
Dov from Eshchar.

Another exhibit, "When the Shark and the Fish First Met" presented the
interpretations of illustrators from across the country to a story that the imprisoned
IDF soldier Gilad Schalit wrote at age 11. The story tells of a meeting between two
sides in conflict who find a way to become friends against all odds. The story was
translated to Arabic and additional languages, and may be downloaded from the

Internet as a coloring book for children around the world.

In addition to art exhibitions, the Edge Center offers year-long workshops for Arab
and Jewish women who study and reenact traditional craft making techniques. While

working together, the women learn about each other's cultures, discovering the
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symbols and images they share as well as the areas in which they differ. The Edge
Center also holds classes in spoken Arabic, discussion groups and lectures open to the
public and led by creative artists and scholars from the various cultural, ethnic and

religious communities in the Galilee.

The Edge Center is a platform for authentic multicultural dialogue among artists,
thinkers, educators and residents, fostering local pride based on the understanding that

the complexity of the Galilee is a vital source of richness and beauty.
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Up to the Space of Depression

The French philosopher Georges Perec in his book Especes d'espaces proposed a list
of selected spaces: free space, closed space, enclosed space, lack of space, calculated
space, vital space, critical space, virgin space, gray space, green space, dream space, a
sweeping glance of space, time space, a moment’s space, soft space, passing space,
typical space, marginal space, high spaces, vocal space, imaginary space, heavenly
space.

Space is the outcome of activity. An activity on a place and in relation to place. An
activity on a consciousness, an activity on a memory and in relation to memory. In the
language of Foucault, space is the outcome of force or the forces that are activated
upon each other, against each other, within each other, sketching the traces of force
upon stone, iron, color, or image — upon the word.

In the mid-1990s, for a period of five years, | documented the construction of the
government center in the lower part of the city of Haifa. | photographed hundreds of
images in an attempt to define for myself the character of the space taking shape
before me. From my position on the margins of the space of the lower city I followed
the development of spaces that were gradually being changed, being built and broken
up, being over-imposed and pressed against each other and by each other.

In the course of time | became aware of the relationship between the space of place
and the space of memory. As the photographs accumulated next to each other and the
gray negatives of film amassed, | understood that | was collecting through these
negatives a space of memory that was gradually disappearing and becoming
obliterated. The negatives became a space of traces. An imaginary trace that serves as
testimony to a space of memory that is gradually being obliterated by concrete
structures in a primitive post-modern style.

What had once been the lower city of Haifa, a modest strip of land, destitute, local,
Mediterranean, a collection of crumbling stone buildings covered with weeds and
wild growth, was replaced by a space of concrete and steel, straight outlines —
representative of rational thought — creative, pragmatic thinking that takes advantage
of maximum space to create maximum benefit. Claustrophobic space, a space that is

dense, stifling, and strangling. Five years of spacing till the extremities of space.
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At the end of this documentation tour, | am still searching for the essential nature of
the new space that replaced the former one. | do not have a single answer. There are a
number of spaces that intersect each other, and one cannot rely only on the
perspective of one space in order to characterize the space of the lower city. Yet of all
the spaces of the new lower city, there is one that is especially protruding, that stands

out in full force — the indifferent space.
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Multi - Cultural Perspective of Oranim College Students

Working in a Galilean Bilingual School

These days not too many teachers choose to teach in schools that are run in
multicultural environments and which educate pupils coming from diverse
backgrounds, while trying to enhance moral issues that concern multicultural
education. Lack of knowledge and skills required concern novice teachers and deter
them from applying to such schools. Teaching in a bilingual school requires further
skills and effort while facing different challenges which most teachers are not
expected to face in regular school environments, Particularly when it comes to
beginning teachers who are expected to cope with a lot of conflicts and dilemmas in
their induction (Oshrat-Fink, 2008). The period of training is a pedagogical
opportunity to prepare future teachers and help them develop their individual
concepts, ideas and approaches, and to expand their pool of skills in order to help
them address culture differences within diverse educational systems in a successful
way.

In the last decade many models have been developed in order to bring into effect the
idea of partnership (Zilbershtein, Ben-Perez & Grinfeld, 2006) between colleges and
schools. Thus the college students and their teacher trainers and other staff members
take part in learning communities while constantly dealing with pedagogical issues.
Since 2007 there has been a partnership between the bilingual school in the Galilee
and the Primary School Department of Oranim College. This partnership has been
established due to a mutual wish to develop professionally and to prepare future

teachers to teach in a multicultural environment.
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Moreover, based on recent empowering of narrative research, narratives have turned
into a significant channel through which teachers have been discussing their personal
and professional experiences in general (Elbaz-Luwisch, 2002) and in connection to
multiculturalism in particular. Many researchers have been trying to study teachers,
teacher trainers and lecturers in the context of diverse populations in order to let them
voice their experiences and to understand their general conceptions while examining
the connection between them and the teacher training process and multiculturalism
(Cuban, 2000 ; Ezer, Malot & Patkin, 2004 ; Merryfield, 2000). Yet, few are the
studies which allow novice teachers to tell their own narratives about teaching in

multicultural systems.

Contents of the lecture:

This presentation sheds light on the subject of teaching in a diverse society from the
students' point of view, based on their reflective journals as they wrote them while
going through training in a primary bilingual school in the Galilee. Moreover, this
presentation describes their professional and personal insights, while showing the
tremendous impact of their training on their concepts as novice teachers, and the
remarkable pedagogical potential of the Galilee as a multicultural region which can
host teacher training students.

The first part of this presentation includes the model of this partnership including the
process, declaration of intentions, organization of time and teaching space, description
of the partners, learning processes, change process, reflections, and implementations.
The second part presents the students' opinions through their stories which are
integrated into an authentic and chronological report from the moment they made
their choice to be trained in the bilingual school, their initial experiences getting
acquainted with the school syllabus, their teaching strategies, to conflicts and
dilemmas which they had to face.

To sum this up, if we, as trainers, take upon ourselves the task of including
multicultural education in the programs of teachers training and assimilate skills that
teachers need in order to teach in a multicultural society, we will realize that it
requires comprehensive preparation in order to promote the concept of multicultural

education and to maintain it at its best.
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Social Interaction between Jewish and Arab Students in an
Educational College and Ethnic Identity: Towards a

Significant Change?

Israeli society is multicultural and multi-ethnical, both as a result of being a migration
society and the fact that one fifth of its population are Arab citizens. A lot has been
written regarding ethnic identity and its meaning, including an understanding that ethnic
identity includes someone's social group’s cultural heritage. Affiliation or commitment
to an ethnic group verified by their intensity and the importance they fulfill in a person's
life, from segregate social definitions to symbolic ethnic identity, which is a subject of
individual choice (regarding language, religious affiliation, values, customs, etc.). In
this paper we focus on ethnic identity change as a result of social interaction between
Jewish and Arab students studying in a college of education located in northern Israel,
within a framework of unique one-semester mixed courses and workshops which deal
with the topic of ethnic identity. During the study questionnaires were administered to
all students that participated in these courses and workshops, at the beginning of the
semester (N=213) and towards the end of the semester (N=160). In addition, 8 lecturers
were interviewed in order to analyze, among other things, their perceptions regarding
the courses and workshops’ contribution to reconstruction and enforcement of ethnic
identity among the students.

By and large, research findings indicate that the courses and workshops contributed to
the reinforcement of ethnic identity and affiliation, such as: pride in their Israeli
citizenship, sense of attachment to their ethnic identity, ethnic and general Israeli
identity which was accompanied by a lower declared predisposition to emigrate from
Israel. However, significant differences were found regarding ethnic identity by ethnic
groups. At the beginning of the courses and workshops, Jewish students were prouder
of their Israeli citizenship, more emotionally attached to Israel and felt that Israel was

their homeland to a higher degree. Arab students compared with Jewish students felt a
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higher degree attachment to their ethnic group and expressed a higher tendency to
emigrate from Israel. At the end of the semester, the Jewish students' ethnic identity was
strengthened in both pride of belonging to this group and the attribution of importance
to their personal affiliation to the Jewish ethnic group (in addition to the national-Israeli
affiliation).

The courses and workshops, with no significant difference between them, primarily
contributed to the reinforcement of ethnic identity of the Jewish students in aspects such
as: the sense that Israel is their homeland, emotional attachment to Israel, pride in their
Israeli citizenship, pride in affiliation to their ethnic identity and a lower predisposition/
propensity to emigrate from Israel. The courses and workshops contributed very little to
reinforcement of attachment to Israel or ethnic identity among the Arab students, but at
least we did not find any further distancing between the two groups. A possible
explanation for these findings is that ethnic identity construction is complex and
requires continual social interactions with "other" groups.

The structure of the Israeli educational system is divided into sectors: Arab
schoolchildren attend Arabic-medium and Jewish schoolchildren Hebrew-medium
schools; and the first interaction between Jewish and Arab youth is generally within
higher education institutions. Thus, social interactions such as those that were described
in this paper are of great importance in order to mitigate social prejudice, social gaps
and conflicts, through promotion of acceptance of the “other" and gradual reinforcement
of ethnic identity. The courses and workshops lecturers also claimed that it was
important that future educators should be exposed during their studies to different points
of view and cultures, as expressed by one of them: "The model [of the course he taught]
enables both Christians or Muslims to test the values of their culture of origin and this
will create a basis for dialogues. Behavior can be explained by the underlying culture
but there are also different possible behaviors, and a basis for the creation of a shared

vision".
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Arab Female Students' Perceptions of Multiculturalism and

Discrimination in Galilee Colleges

This appreciative inquiry (Cooperrider & Whitney, 2000) empowers female Arab
students of various ethnic groups to express in their own words and from their own
perspective what components and people in the colleges of the Galilee had been
conducive to their success and their experience of multiculturalism and
discrimination. Content analysis of preliminary interviews with 24 female students (8
Druze, 8 Moslems and 8 Christians) indicate the importance of language acquisition.
The mastery of written and oral Hebrew as well as acquisition of different modes of
thinking and learning, were for the interviewees essential components of success in
higher education, in accessing future jobs and in establishing friendly and close
relationships with fellow Jewish students. Support and fairness on the part of the
instructors and their readiness to listen were mentioned as enhancing the motivation to
study and succeed. The learning Center of the Western Galilee College was also a
vital source of support in times of crises. Female students also reported discrimination
as expressed by looks of disdain, abusive remarks concerning their ethnic origin, and
unfair grades based on ethnicity. Oftentimes, these women felt segregated as they sat
separately in class and in the cafeteria and obtained most of the help and support from
students of the same ethnic group. Although they felt they shared a common fate
during the 2" Lebanese war, tension was reported between Druze and Moslem
students, and between Jewish and Arab students during the Gaza warfare (Oferet
Yetzuka). Teaching spoken Arabic to Jewish students, study groups including
students of various ethnicity, joint projects and lectures were proposed to increase
multiculturalism. The interviewees proposed fairer entrance examination that would
reflect their knowledge and abilities rather that discriminating psychometric testing.

They also asked for recognition of their accomplishments despite economic hardships
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and requested equal representation of Arab and Jewish students in all ceremonies
celebrating excellence.
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Combining Political Consciousness in Teaching and

Research — Grounds for a Campus Multicultural Climate

Education for a multicultural approach is possible only if it is based on four elements:

intellectual education, moral education, political education and democratic education.

Devoid of these elements, multicultural education would be stripped of meaning and

significance.

The education academic colleges and regional colleges in their credo statements state

their aspiration to create a multicultural climate, and some of them even promote

programs and project aimed at this objective. It seems, however, that the actual

manifestations of this multicultural approach are only superficial. This is evident in

the hesitation and even apprehension of the Arab-Palestinian students to express their

political and national positions, and their reluctance to discuss them.

Lecturers report that their attempts to provoke a relevant discussion concerning

questions of identity and national narratives in their classes have been frustrated by

the passive resistance of the Arab students.

The lecture presents attempts made at the Emek Yezreel Academic College, in study

and research, to break through this seclusion in order to give voice to the political and

national identity of the Arab-Palestinian students and to encourage an academic Arab-

Jewish discussion of the issue:

A) Incorporation of Arab ethnographic elements in the classes and presentations of
Arab and Muslim contributions to science and culture.

B) A course in “Holocaust and Existence” to Jewish and Arab students, culminating
in a visit to death camps in Poland.

C) Examples of research seminar courses that focused on questions of national

identity and political consciousness.
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Galilee Circus

The late Australian circus artist and educator Reg Bolton has written about “circus to
save the world.” When you see the child of Russian immigrants from Karmiel
balancing on the shoulders of his Arab peer from Dir El Assad, you know exactly
what he means. When the kids stop the music at the curtain call of their first show to
say — in Hebrew and in Arabic — “The Galilee Circus family thanks you...” you
understand that this not just another after-school activity. These kids come on their
own time (from different communities, different religions, speaking different
languages), they commit themselves, and they understand that they have to do what
they do in complete cooperation with The Other — or they will do nothing at all.

The Galilee Circus includes kids aged 6-18, from the town of Karmiel in the heart of
the Galilee and the villages around it. Rehearsals are held after school in a school
gym, and we perform all over the region for schools, festivals, businesses, etc. The
circus has an active parents’ committee that helps out at performances and organizes

occasional social activities for the circus kids and their families.
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Poets and Poetry in Galilee
Poets from the Galilee read Poems Inspired by the Place
Where They Live

Geographical and physical space dictates to human beings their cultural manner and
lifestyle within various existence circles: clothing, food, habits and language, among
others. This poets’ session suggests an experience of contemplation on the poets’
workshop, the language which they create in their poems, inspired and influenced by
the place they live in.

In this session an opportunity will be given to recognize two female poets and two

male poets that live and create in various places in the Galilee, listen to their poems
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and learn how they comprehend in their poetry the place and the space which they live
in.

The encounter between the poets will create an opening to the cultural language of
each and to the question of whether the language of the poem can constitute an arena
for an intercultural dialogue within a multiple cultures space, and constitute a bridge
for existence in a tense and quarrel-filled space.

A booklet with poems of the participating poets, both in Hebrew and Arabic, will be

given to the conference participants.

Participants

The poet Na'im 'Araydi, lives in Mghar.

The poet Sabina Meseg, lives in Kibutz Genosar.
The poet Nidaa' Khoury, Lives in Fassuta.

The poet Moshe Itzhaki lives in Ahuzat Barak.
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The Galilee as a Music Production Factory

Music is considered to be one of the strongest cultural codes in Arabic society in
Galilee. Between composition and production a drastic development may well be
noticed in the variety of music streams in the last few years. Despite the high
concentration of Arab population in other parts of the country, it should be noticed
that these other parts do not create music and musicians as is the case in the Galilee.
This is true regarding both the number of musicians and the quality of music.
Furthermore, a more interesting phenomenon should be noticed, namely that the
Galilee continuously provides the music that it composes to those areas.

In the lecture | elaborate on three main issues:

1. The main causes of musical development in Galilee, such as the influence of
the neighboring Syrian and Lebanese musical culture on the Arabs of the Galilee, the
Galilee's beautiful scenery as a spiritual motive in the eyes of many musicians, and an
additional important factor being the socio-political influence on the evolution of
music in the Galilee. The influence on Arabs of Jerusalem and the central area may is
discussed at this stage.

2. Byzantine music as a model to the different musical streams in the Galilee.
Undoubtedly, there are Christian religious sites in the Galilee with relevancy to
bBzantine music up to the present day. Regarding this issue, properties of Byzantine
music and its influence on the Christians of the Galilee and Arabic music.

3. Academic achievements in the realm of music. From theory to practice, there
are significant achievements of Galilee academic musicians. Up until a few years ago,
the only institution where music was taught was the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Nevertheless, the number of graduates from the Galilee was relatively high. A few
years ago, The University of Haifa launched a faculty of music, which, in turn,
encouraged an even larger number of musicians to progress to an academic level in
music.

Today, the Galilee is considered a district that accommodates an impressive number
of academics, most of whom are employed in music projects. Some of them boast

national achievements while others have gained international accreditations.
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4. Interaction between Arabs and Jews: in the last few years, a number of mutual
musical projects were commenced, which reenforced unity between the two cultures,
and generated a profound and real interaction.

My submission is that the Galilee is seen as a factory which manufactures musical
pluralism with successes that can be noticed nationwide and worldwide, giving the
Galilee uniqueness compared with other districts in the country. Therefore, my
submission and my conclusion are well illustrated in the three abovementioned points.
In order to strengthen my argument, | use different examples and pictures during the
lecture.
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“A Window into my World” Photography Exhibit

“A Window into my World” is a photography contest open to all residents of Israel
and the Galilee.

Every year the topic changes in order to introduce views of life in the Galilee.
This is the third year that the contest takes place.

The participants were asked to convey their ideas of life in the Galilee through their
photos.

The Idea of the contest is to make use of photography as medium and a tool for
sharing personal stories, perspectives and worldviews. The result on the gallery walls
is a fascinating human landscape, a breathtaking mosaic of cultures, traditions and

faith mixed with history and ancient olive trees.
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Photography is a medium that enables communication without words, thus bridging
language and culture gaps.

Viewing photography is not intimidating, and instead of causing direct conflict causes
us to viscerally and deeply understand ideas through art.

Photography opens a window into the private world of the artist, his story, and the
way he views reality.

All photo exhibits were held at the Lady Roslyn Lyons Gallery, Ort Barude

Engineering College, Karmiel.

Visionary and Director of the contest and gallery show: Effy Umiel-Fadida
In cooperation with Shlomi Schwartzeberg the Gallery curator.

Sponsors:

The Fine Foundation, Donald and Sylvia Robinson Family Foundation, The

Galilead Foundation, and The Galilee Olive Festival.
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