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2. Mink’s Revenge
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MINK, panting in unsatisfied rage, limped through the house throwing
down Loyal’s things, a model airplane impaled on a nail in the front hall,
school photos in warped folders edged with gold—Loyal the only one in
his class with wavy hair, handsome—standing in a crowd of frames and
button boxes on the piecrust cherry table in the front room. The 4-H
ribbons, red, white and blue for calves, pasted on a piece of propped
cardboard, the high school diploma with its black pointed letters proving
Loyal had 1 courses in Agricul and Agr and Manual
Training, the Dairy Management book from his single year at the agricul-
tural school, dark blue and heavy, the certificate for pasture improvement,
a newspaper clipping with a photo of Mr. Fuller, the County Agent, handing
the certificate to Loyal, all these things he threw on the floor.

He crammed Loyal’s barn coat into the kitchen stove, scraped the
untouched food on his plate in after it. Smoke swelled out of a hundred

stove cracks
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15. The Indian’s Book

By E. Annie Proulx
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HE carried the Indian’s book around with him for years before he s
to write in it. It had a supple cover, narrow bands of snakeskin sewed
a long-armed featherstitch. The pages had rounded corners. The Ind
hand was impossible; pitching letters with open tops and long, dang
descenders, words jumbled into one another, omissions stacked on te
the sentences. There were strange lists. On one page Loyal read:
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