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of qualitative research (action research as well as personal-
narrative research), allow for in-depth analysis during the
creative process, and have led me to the clarity of content
and representations expressed in the work and towards
taking responsibility for the messages I chose to represent
in my work” [original emphases] (Ben-David, 2017).

Sigal’s words reflect the contribution of this method
to artistic practice, and its potential in the educational field.
The topics spread out in this exhibition, the discourse types
they promote, the richness and multiplicity of languages,
all point at the vitality and relevance of the steps each one
has undertaken, preferred, promoted and finally presented
through his/her art.

As an academic process, this is a process which many
people have promoted, and it would be appropriate to thank
them here. First and foremost I would like to congratulate
and thank the participants of the Artist-Teacher 2017
group for their willingness to set out on a new road, and
their trust in us. I would also like to thank the Oranim’s
President, Prof. Ya’ara Bar-On for her supporting and the
Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Prof. Moshe
Itzhaki, who ‘breathes’ the humanities and the arts, and
allows us to dream and also make our dreams come true. To
the Artist- Teacher’s faculty: Idit Levavi-Gabai, coordinator
of the Artist-Teacher Cluster; Farid Abu-Shkara, my
teaching partner and exhibition curator; Galia Bar-Or; Hila
Ben-Ari, incoming Artist “Teacher coordinator and Masha
Dov, exhibition producer. A heartfelt thank you to all the
artists-advisors, who have mentored the students for the

past two years.

I am writing this wearing two hats: as head of the
Multidisciplinary program and as part of the Artist-
Teacher Cluster faculty. These two hats are being knitted
together into one, colorful, wide-brimmed hat (after all,
one needs protection from the summer sun). Armed with
this hat, I invite teachers who create in the domains of the
humanities and art to join us in the program and promote
teaching-creating-research as a way of life. Jean Paul Sartre
said that a man’s freedom is the possibility he is given to
create his own life as a work of art. Please consider this an

open invitation.

Ben-David, S. (2017). The road to Ithaca: An art-based
multidisciplinary study. A textual document accompanying a final
paper submitted towards an M.Ed. degree (Unpublished) (In
Hebrew).

Marshall, C. (2012). A4 research design for studio-based research in art.
Teaching Artist Journal, 8(2), 77-78.

Shkedi, A. (2003). Words trying to touch: Qualitative research — theory
and practice. Tel-Aviv: Ramot-Tel-Aviv University (In Hebrew).

Sullivan, G. (2010). Art practice as research: Inquiry in the visual arts.
Sage.
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nothing new. Every artist, writer or poet knows that Art,
regardless the field of expression, is definitely a way to
investigate the world, and no less a way to create worlds.
ABR uses a methodological approach to establish integrated
academic qualitative research and artistic processes, allowing
for conceptualization and development of the art creation

in both parallel and alternating paths, through different and
crossing channels. The Studio — the “potential” space, is at
the heart of the program, existing on a dynamic continuum
of praxis and exegesis, an open-ended cycle of creation and
reflective observation, conceptualization and interpretation,
which constantly feeds the art-making process.

These different states of mind, of creator and
researcher, produce a rich internal dialogue, mediated
through senior artist mentor guidance and peer discussion.
In Art-Based Research, which is a qualitative research
genre (Shkedi, 2003), researcher and participant (or the
research subject) are one and the same, and the connection
between them is embodied in the art work. Thus, ‘control’
is, in fact, returned to the artist (and the artist-teacher)
him/herself, as s/he develops the tools needed to interpret
his/her artistic work and teaching. Thus, hermeneutic
phenomenology has become the central analysis in ABR’s
inquiry methodology, as implemented in the Artist-Teacher
Cluster at Oranim.

ABR is a multi-faceted, multi-staged method
(Marshall, 2012). The Studio undergoes a repeated spiral
process of creation-observation-reflection, accompanied
by the writing of a personal diary describing processes,

thoughts and plans. This is the first-level discourse circle.

Ongoing meetings with a personal advisor, who is a Senior
Artist, promote the second discourse circle. In addition,
weekly meetings are held in an effort to create a common
space for group reflection together with the other students
in the course, as well as periodic presentations to the
advisors. These two types of meetings are characterized by a
multiplicity of voices and gazes, creating the third discourse
circle accompanying studio action.

'The personal writing and the discussions in the
different circles are transcribed and coded in an effort
to distill the research topics and the connections among
them, as they are uncovered by the researcher-participant,
the artist him/herself, the artist-teacher. In the program’s
second year, after the students experience writing an ABR
seminar paper, a course accompanying the writing and
integration of all the textual materials originating from the
different discourse circles is conducted, separate from and
in full coordination with the studio, culminating with a
textual document accompanying the exhibition of the art
corpus. The textual document conceptualizes the process
in light of the theory, while creating a cultural and artistic
context with implications for the educational field. Graham
Sullivan (2010) points at ABR’s multi-cycled and dynamic
character as research which develops during studio-based
action, reacting in a dynamic re-designing of topics and
changes at all levels of practice. The research questions
are clarified and may change and grow based on artistic
practice and phenomenological-interpretive reflection.

Sigal Ben-David describes the methodology used in
the Artist-Teacher Cluster: “These tools, based on a genre
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What does ABR stand for?

Dr. Yael Guilat
Head of the Multidisciplinary Program

in Humanities and Arts

For years, summer days and the Graduate’s art exhibitions
across the country seemed to be an almost natural
combination for me. The hot summer breezes mixed up
new trends with old, tired ones, but there was always that
'something’ which we did not expect, sometimes appearing
in an unexpected place.

'The graduate exhibition of the Artist-Teacher Cluster
in the framework of ABR (Art-Based Research/Art
Practice as Research) can be perceived as an unexpected

KX 008 RN AKX ERRS “something” for those used to thinking of artistic expression
m{{{‘&\w o 3 and its inquiry as two opposing poles in academia.
- S ‘The Multidisciplinary Program in Humanities and
Arts at Oranim Academic College of Education - which the

R et LRI )
PR

Artist-Teacher Cluster belongs to - was the first one in Israel
to adopt and adapt this research paradigm, created at the
end of the 1980’s and becoming more and more established
over the past two decades at leading universities in Canada,

the US, UK, Australia, Italy and Spain. At a glance, this is
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Dear Artist-Teachers

You, the second class taking this fantastic and challenging
journey of the artist-teacher track in the Teaching of the
Humanities and the Arts in a Multidisciplinary Approach
Program are partners in a unique, groundbreaking project
in the world of higher education in Israel. This is an
academic-creative project aimed at examining, watching,
changing, improving, fixing and creating the relationship,
affinity and tension between the artist and his art in his
studio, and his craft as a classroom teacher. Beyond this,
the track aims at bringing creation and creators as guides
to the forefront of academia and education. Paraphrasing
the words of Ecclesiastes, we can say on the opening
night of the final exhibition 2017, at the peak of your
educational journey: “There’s a time to dream and a time
to make your dreams come true, a time to think and
a time to do, a time to pave a road and a time to walk
on it”. Those working in education based on a sense of
mission and feelings of urgency know well that there is
no time which makes time for everything; rather they
simultaneously wish for and are expected to dream and
make the dreams come true, think and do, pave and walk,
preserve and change, innovate and instill.

Dear artist-teachers, a valuable human asset is entrusted
to you, who will one day himself draw the outline, content
and values of human existence on this earth. Both you and

we must place as phylacteries, as a memory and as an edict
p phy: ) ry

between our eyes and on our arms, the obligation to deal with
the issues open like wounds in the society we live in, the fears
and abysses opening here every day. Our ability and right

to live in this country does not depend only on our military
strength, but on our moral strength, the strength of our spirit
and human cultural creation. All these exist today under the
threat of cultural replacements, false spirituality, political
correctness and dark extreme nationalism. Your role is not to
close yourselves in with an aloof artistic tool and language;
your obligation is to lead the ship of education through art
towards a safe harbor. We must adopt Dostoyevsky’s saying,
and believe that “beauty has the power to save the world”.

I would like to congratulate you for having come to this
wonderful moment of the final exhibition 2017, and wish
you much success in your artistic, academic and educational
tuture. I would also like to thank from the bottom of my
heart the faculty of this track headed by Dr. Yael Guilat, the
artists Idit Levavi-Gabai and Farid Abu-Shkara for their
dedication, responsibility and love for art, Dr. Galia Bar-
Or and the entire staff of advisors. In addition, I would like
to thank Masha Dov for her assistance in the production
of the exhibition and Elia Demeter for the dedicated and

responsible administrative work.

With great belief in all of you,
Prof. Moshe Yitzhaki Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies
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and Farid Abu-Shkara.
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