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posted on social media, and others that remained “archived.” She

takes photos with an iPhone as well as a camera. In recent years
she challenged herself with analog black and white photography,
with all this entails - not seeing the captured photo immediately,
carrying around empty and full roll films, and looking for the few
places where she can still buy them. A portion of these photos will
be exhibited at Avshalom Gallery in Haifa, close to the exhibition
at Oranim, in early 2023.

She has no home and no studio, and even her website is merely a
signpost directing us straight to her Instagram account. “Instagram
is my studio,” she says. This is where it all happens, this is the
most up to date gallery, where you can also hear the voices of the
viewers who comment. Instagram itself also constantly changes with
various updates, and with them, the project’s display conditions
also change.

Traveling around the world as a young woman is an uncommon
phenomenon, a fact that was expressed in the group show Lonely
Planet (Ashdod Museum of Art, curator: Anna Yam, Nov 2021), where
Levnat displayed works from the series “BOYZ.” “I wanted to put
myself in the position of the woman-photographer who looks at
fragile boys in a gender role reversal of sorts, in the position of
the male photographer who looks at a delicate and alluring woman,”
she says.

In the exhibition #lifeinthedorms we see rooms without a
house, residents on an unmade bed, alone or in groups, tired or
drunk with freedom - all of whom she captured somewhere else. They
are remote and anonymous and at the same time remarkably similar
to the residents of the student dorms here, in Oranim Academic
College of Education. Both here and there, homes are formed for a
moment, or perhaps moments of home, cultures and customs mix with

one another while new everyday aesthetics emerge.

Exhibition curator, Dr. Shahar Marnin-Distelfeld
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Levnat is a nomad who wanders through different places without

any intention of putting down roots in them. While she is not an
immigrant in the conventional sense of the word, her observation of
everyday life moments in a different and strange world resembles
the gaze of an immigrant. Her works present an entire gamut of
expressions, shifting between human warmth and coziness to
freezing coldness and rootlessness.

To her first meeting with the gallery team, Levnat arrives with
a soda bottle and a small black backpack. Before we even sat down,
she already managed to explore the lush campus, as is her habit
upon arriving at a new place. “How did it all start?”, we ask her.
“In 2013, I packed a bag and went to Thailand for three months, and
I have not returned since. I rent out my apartment in Israel, so I
don’t have a home here either,” she explains. The evidence of her

short excursions in Israel can be found under #domestictourism

(o218m177°0#) while photos from locations outside Israel are tagged

as #internationaltourism (vihn1177n#). Her project Permanent

Vacation is also known by its catchy nickname “Permi Vac,” which
rolls off the tongue with a flow that adds to Levnat’s performative
cover story.

“At first, people thought I was a travel agency and asked me
for advice on itineraries,” she shares with a smile. But Levnat
is the furthest thing from a travel agent. Even if we would follow
her all the way to Machu Picchu, she will show us a purportedly
nondescript (albeit magical) moment, which simply happened to
take place there. She is not committed to anything other than her
work, which we may define as a perfectly organized meandering. In a
seemingly flexible and open space, she set up some ground rules for
herself, and then there are also the rules imposed on her, whether
by the various countries (entry and exit laws, travel visas etc.)
or by the digital medium she uses. One cardinal rule she devised
is that she must post every two hours an image that documents one

moment of the last 24 hours. The project numbers countless images
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Dana Lev Levnat was born in
Haifa in 1978. She graduated
from the Department of
Photography and the MFA
Program of Bezalel Academy
of Arts and Design, Jerusalem.
In 2013, Levnat left Israel
and embarked on an ongoing
journey around the world,
and without planning,
launched the photographic
project Permanent Vacation —
a life art project.
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